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Fourteen-year-old Jamie will never forget the summer of 1976. It's the summer
when she has her first boyfriend, cute surfer Flip Jenkins; it's the summer when
her two best friends get serious about sex, cigarettes, and tanning; it's the summer
when her parents throw, yes, naked swim parties, leaving Jamie flushed with
embarrassment. And it's the summer that forever changes the way Jamie seesthe
things that matter: family, friendship, love, and herself.
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Fourteen-year-old Jamie will never forget the summer of 1976. It's the summer when she has her first
boyfriend, cute surfer Flip Jenkins; it's the summer when her two best friends get serious about sex,
cigarettes, and tanning; it's the summer when her parents throw, yes, naked swim parties, leaving Jamie
flushed with embarrassment. And it's the summer that forever changes the way Jamie sees the things that
matter: family, friendship, love, and herself.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In this debut novel, Blau addresses the coming-of-age of ayoung girl as she navigates her way through the
confusion of adolescence. Fourteen-year-old Jamie lives in Santa Barbara with her 16-year-old sister, Renee,
and their parents, Allen and Betty, two swinging, pot-smoking, part-time nudists. It's 1976 and Jamieisn't
altogether comfortable with her parents' lifestyle, while Renee turns to straighter neighbors for a surrogate
family. Overly anxious Jamie ends up with Flip, the cutest surfer in town. Before long they have progressed
way beyond kissing, and Allen and Betty's casual ways result in adisaster that turn the family into pariahsin
their middle-class neighborhood. Blau understands the mating rituals of 1970s teens, and she reproduces
their mindless chatter with ease. Unfortunately, not all of the characters are fully realized; the adults,
generally treated more obliquely, give off no more than hints of character. It's obvious that their excessive
hedonism will eventually cause tragedy, so the book does have a growing dread that blossomsin the third
guarter, but the reader may be left with the impression that all this ground has been covered before. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Move over, summer of love. Here comes the summer of naked swim parties. Fourteen-year-old Jami€e' s free-
spirited parents enjoy smoking pot and swimming, naked, in the backyard of their Santa Barbara home with
their friends and neighbors. For Jamie and older sister Renée thisis more embarrassing than exciting (so
many floppy adult appendages—yuck); but Jamie’s new boyfriend, the vacuous Flip, seemsto enjoy
it—especialy the pot. But things will change—thisis a coming-of-age novel, after all—and virginity will be
lost, Flip will flop, death will cast a pall over those parties, and Jami€’ s best friends, Debbie and Tammy
(Cruella-De-Villesin training bras), will betray her. Thisisal pretty predictable, but Blau, dealing with
semiautobiographical material, knows adolescence inside out; and, though seldom subtle, she skewers what
needs skewering and celebrates the rest with humor, style, and an appropriate degree of affection. --Michael
Cart

Review
“Sadly, not a photo essay, but rather a witty account of the agonies and ecstasies of agirl coming of agein
late-seventies California.” (New Y ork magazine)

“High and low comedy, nude swimming, and familial frenzy float through [THE SUMMER OF NAKED
SWIM PARTIES] like pot smoke.” (Boston Globe)

“Reading this heartfelt and humorous coming-of-age story is the perfect way to spend a hot summer day.”
(Cosmopolitan)

“A fantastic beach read about painful adolescence in the 1970s.” (Oklahoma City Oklahoman)

“Move over, summer of love. Here comes the summer of naked swim parties. . . [Blau] knows adolescence
insideout . . . [S]he skewers what needs skewering and celebrates the rest with humor, style, and an
appropriate degree of affection.” (Booklist)

“Jessica AnyaBlau's debut novel, THE SUMMER OF NAKED SWIM PARTIES, isadelight: a California
beach girl’ s hilariously painful adolescence in the High 1970s.” (John Barth)


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“You may think you’ve heard this story before, but no one tellsit as wittily, winningly, wisely and well as
Jessica AnyaBlau.” (Madison Smartt Bell)

“This book will make you laugh and cry in public. Jessica Anya Blau has written a soaring teenage |lament,
perfectly pitched, containing the single saddest and funniest line of seduction ever uttered.” (Larry Doyle,
author of | Love Y ou, Beth Cooper)

“Funny and charming, moving and sweet—Jessica Anya Blau beautifully captures the awkwardness and the
wonder of coming of age. The Summer of Naked Swim Partiesis aremarkable debut novel.” (Michael
Kimball, author of Dear Everybody)

“Once you divein to this sweet, sparkling coming of age story, dripping with heart and heartbreak, you
won’'t want to come up -- even for air.” (Hillary Carlip, author of Queen of the Oddballs: And Other True
Stories from a Life Unaccording to Plan)

“Among the many truthsin this intelligent, funny novel about family, sex, and coming of agein the 1970sis
this: no one can embarrass us more than our parents.” (Geoffrey Becker, author of author of Dangerous Men
and Bluestown)

“Having grown up in 1970s Southern California, | can personally attest to this novel’ s utterly uncanny
evocation of the era. It’s also really really fucking funny...” (Jonathan Selwood, author of The Pinball
Theory of Apocalypse)

“Jessica AnyaBlau is awarm and funny storyteller. THE SUMMER OF NAKED SWIM PARTIES conjures
the thrills and anxieties of a 1970s California adolescence in aworld awash in sex.” (Gabriel Brownstein,
author of The Man from Beyond)

“Ms. Blau is awriter of wit, intelligence, deep feeling, humor and imagination, and she getsinto the head of
ayoung person like amost nobody since J.D. Salinger. All aboard!” (Stephen Dixon)

“Jessica Anya Blau creates a charming protagonist, her charismatic Santa Barbara family and a summer of
love, lust and confusion. Y ou won't want summer - and this wonderful book - to end.” (Ellen Sussman,
author of Dirty Words: A Literary Encyclopedia of Sex; Bad Girls: 26 Writers Misbehave; and On a Night
Like This)

“It’shard to recall adebut as warm, charming and comically satisfying as THE SUMMER OF NAKED
SWIM PARTIES. . . Blau conveys Jamie' s world with compelling insight and wit . . . [Blau’ g] sharp
observation and affectionate humor [give] surprising depth to this shimmering novel.” (San Francisco
Chronicle)

“Recovered Judy Blume addicts, brace yourselves for arelapse: Jessica Anya Blau' s debut novel, set in
Santa Barbara, California, during the summer of ’ 76, is a poignant, gleeful ode to the turbulence of growing
up . ..[A] dead-on portrayal of the smple yet shocking revelations of youth.” (Time Out New Y ork)

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Willie Collier:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Summer of Naked Swim Parties: A Novel (P.S.) book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer regarding The Summer of Naked Swim Parties. A Novel (P.S.) content conveysthe idea easily to
understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in
the form of it. So, do you even now thinking The Summer of Naked Swim Parties: A Novel (P.S.) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lucille Davis:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, aswell as playing
video games dl day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you can
read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent al
day every day to reading a e-book. The book The Summer of Naked Swim Parties: A Nove (P.S.) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou
can mOore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.

Bryan Jones:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So, once we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be The Summer of Naked Swim Parties: A Novel (P.S.).

Rigoberto Adams:

Beside this particular The Summer of Naked Swim Parties; A Novel (P.S.) in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got hereis
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have The Summer of Naked Swim Parties: A Novel (P.S.) because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book aswell asread it from

today!
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