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The Iliad, Homer's epic tale of the abduction of Helen and the decade-long
Trojan War, has fascinated mankind for millennia. Even today, the war inspires
countless articles and books, extensive archaeological excavations, movies,
television documentaries, even souvenirs and collectibles. But while the ancients
themselves believed that the Trojan War took place, scholars of the modern era
have sometimes derided it as a piece of fiction.

Combining archaeological data and textual analysis of ancient documents, this
Very Short Introduction considers whether or not the war actually took place and
whether archaeologists have really discovered the site of ancient Troy. To answer
these questions, archaeologist and ancient historian Eric H. Cline examines
various written sources, including the works of Homer, the Epic Cycle
(fragments from other, now-lost Greek epics), classical plays, and Virgil's
Aeneid. Throughout, the author tests the literary claims against the best modern
archaeological evidence, showing for instance that Homer, who lived in the Iron
Age, for the most part depicted Bronze Age warfare with accuracy. Cline also
tells the engaging story of the archaeologists--Heinrich Schliemann and his
successors Wilhelm Dörpfeld, Carl Blegen, and Manfred Korfmann--who found
the long-vanished site of Troy through excavations at Hisarlik, Turkey.

Drawing on evidence found at Hisarlik and elsewhere, Cline concludes that a war
or wars in the vicinity of Troy probably did take place during the Late Bronze
Age, forming the nucleus of a story that was handed down orally for centuries
until put into final form by Homer. But Cline suggests that, even allowing that a
Trojan War took place, it probably was not fought because of Helen's abduction,
though such an incident may have provided the justification for a war actually
fought for more compelling economic and political motives.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199760276
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199760276
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199760276


always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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The Iliad, Homer's epic tale of the abduction of Helen and the decade-long Trojan War, has fascinated
mankind for millennia. Even today, the war inspires countless articles and books, extensive archaeological
excavations, movies, television documentaries, even souvenirs and collectibles. But while the ancients
themselves believed that the Trojan War took place, scholars of the modern era have sometimes derided it as
a piece of fiction.

Combining archaeological data and textual analysis of ancient documents, this Very Short Introduction
considers whether or not the war actually took place and whether archaeologists have really discovered the
site of ancient Troy. To answer these questions, archaeologist and ancient historian Eric H. Cline examines
various written sources, including the works of Homer, the Epic Cycle (fragments from other, now-lost
Greek epics), classical plays, and Virgil's Aeneid. Throughout, the author tests the literary claims against the
best modern archaeological evidence, showing for instance that Homer, who lived in the Iron Age, for the
most part depicted Bronze Age warfare with accuracy. Cline also tells the engaging story of the
archaeologists--Heinrich Schliemann and his successors Wilhelm Dörpfeld, Carl Blegen, and Manfred
Korfmann--who found the long-vanished site of Troy through excavations at Hisarlik, Turkey.

Drawing on evidence found at Hisarlik and elsewhere, Cline concludes that a war or wars in the vicinity of
Troy probably did take place during the Late Bronze Age, forming the nucleus of a story that was handed
down orally for centuries until put into final form by Homer. But Cline suggests that, even allowing that a
Trojan War took place, it probably was not fought because of Helen's abduction, though such an incident
may have provided the justification for a war actually fought for more compelling economic and political
motives.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The author's writing is so clear and his arguments so well structured and complete that this book will appeal
to both interested amateurs and those familiar with the extensive literature on this subject." -- D. A. Slane,
CHOICE

"A concise, well written, highly informative guide to the legends, the history, and the archaeology of
Homer's fabled city."--Trevor Bryce, Honorary Research Consultant, University of Queensland, and Fellow
of the Australian Academy of the Humanities

About the Author

Eric H. Cline is Professor of Classics and Anthropology and chair of the Department of Classical and Near
Eastern Languages and Civilizations, as well as director of the Capitol Archaeological Institute at George
Washington University. He is Co-Director of the ongoing excavations at Megiddo (biblical Armageddon) in
Israel and the author of Biblical Archaeology: A Very Short Introduction, winner of the 2011 Biblical
Archaeology Society Publication Award for the Best Popular Book on Archaeology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Lorraine Joyner:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your



free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Larisa Nagle:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Gary Collis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Download and Read Online The Trojan War: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Eric H. Cline
#8ZNVMSY214R



Read The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) By Eric H. Cline for online ebook

The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Eric H. Cline Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
By Eric H. Cline books to read online.

Online The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By
Eric H. Cline ebook PDF download

The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Eric H. Cline Doc

The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Eric H. Cline Mobipocket

The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Eric H. Cline EPub

8ZNVMSY214R: The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Eric H. Cline


