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What happens when a critique of modernity?a "revolt against the traditions of the
Western world"?is situated within a non-European context, where the concept of
the modern has been inevitably tied to the image of the West?

Seiji M. Lippit offers the first comprehensive study in English of Japanese
modernist fiction of the 1920s and 1930s. Through close readings of four leading
figures of this movement? Akutagawa, Yokomitsu, Kawabata, and
Hayashi?Lippit aims to establish a theoretical and historical framework for the
analysis of Japanese modernism.

The 1920s and 1930s witnessed a general sense of crisis surrounding the
institution of literature, marked by both the radical politicization of literary
practice and the explosion of new forms of cultural production represented by
mass culture. Against this backdrop, this study traces the heterogeneous literary
topographies of modernist writings. Through an engagement with questions of
representation, subjectivity, and ideology, it situates the disintegration of literary
form in these texts within the writers' exploration of the fluid borderlines of
Japanese modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review

This is a far-reaching and penetrating work that will be indispensable to rethinking the questions of
modernity and postmodernity.

(Kojin Karatani)

Here is a dazzling modernist work that questions our fictional assumptions, captures the impact of the new,
and enlarges the perimeters we permit 'ourselves.'

(Donald Richie Japan Times)

Richly suggestive... always engaging... an impressive contribution to the field.

(Choice)

Topographies of Japanese Modernism is an accomplished addition to the growing scholarly literature on the
1920s and 1930s. This study achieves a fine balance between addressing broad historical and critical topics
and providing detailed analyses of a small number of important texts...a fine piece of scholarship... is
thoughtful and carefully researched, and it makes a fascinating period in Japanese literary history more
accessible to literary scholars across the academy.

(Dennis Washburn, Dartmouth College Journal of Japanese Studies)

In his excellent bookTopographies of Japanese Modernism, Seiji M. Lippit explores Japanese modernism of
the 1920s and 1930s... The result is a richly argued and intellectually exciting entree into one of the most
significant periods of modern Japanese fiction...Topographies is a superb contribution to our knowledge of
twentieth-century Japanese literature.

(Susan Napier Monumenta Nipponica)

Lippit's book is destined to become an indispensable guide to modernist Japanese fiction.

(Ken K. Ito Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies)

Review

A richly textured, elegantly written, historically and theoretically contextualized analysis of 1920s–30s
Japanese literary modernism, which radically questioned and reshaped contemporary categories of cultural
production. Indispensable for understanding Japanese modernism and its lasting cultural implications.

(Tomi Suzuki, Columbia University)



About the Author

Seiji M. Lippit is assistant professor in the department of East Asian languages and cultures at the University
of California, Los Angeles. He is the editor of Essential Akutagawa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Topographies of Japanese Modernism
as your daily resource information.

France Brown:

This book untitled Topographies of Japanese Modernism to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Vincent Mickens:

The book untitled Topographies of Japanese Modernism is the reserve that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Topographies of Japanese Modernism from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

John Cheung:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Topographies of Japanese Modernism was bright
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Topographies of Japanese Modernism has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading that.
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