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One of the most controversial episodes in the life of the Prophet Muhammad
concerns an incident in which he allegedly mistook words suggested by Satan as
divine revelation. Known as the Satanic verses, these praises to the pagan deities
contradict the Islamic belief that Allah is one and absolute. Muslims today?of all
sects?deny that the incident of the Satanic verses took place. But as Shahab
Ahmed explains, Muslims did not always hold this view.

Before Orthodoxy wrestles with the question of how religions establish
truth?especially religions such as Islam that lack a centralized authority to codify
beliefs. Taking the now universally rejected incident of the Satanic verses as a
case study in the formation of Islamic orthodoxy, Ahmed shows that early
Muslims, circa 632 to 800 CE, held the exact opposite belief. For them, the
Satanic verses were an established fact in the history of the Prophet. Ahmed
offers a detailed account of the attitudes of Muslims to the Satanic verses in the
first two centuries of Islam and traces the chains of transmission in the historical
reports known as riw?yah.

Touching directly on the nature of Muhammad’s prophetic visions, the
interpretation of the Satanic verses incident is a question of profound importance
in Islam, one that plays a role in defining the limits of what Muslims may
legitimately say and do?issues crucial to understanding the contemporary Islamic
world.
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One of the most controversial episodes in the life of the Prophet Muhammad concerns an incident in which
he allegedly mistook words suggested by Satan as divine revelation. Known as the Satanic verses, these
praises to the pagan deities contradict the Islamic belief that Allah is one and absolute. Muslims today?of all
sects?deny that the incident of the Satanic verses took place. But as Shahab Ahmed explains, Muslims did
not always hold this view.

Before Orthodoxy wrestles with the question of how religions establish truth?especially religions such as
Islam that lack a centralized authority to codify beliefs. Taking the now universally rejected incident of the
Satanic verses as a case study in the formation of Islamic orthodoxy, Ahmed shows that early Muslims, circa
632 to 800 CE, held the exact opposite belief. For them, the Satanic verses were an established fact in the
history of the Prophet. Ahmed offers a detailed account of the attitudes of Muslims to the Satanic verses in
the first two centuries of Islam and traces the chains of transmission in the historical reports known as
riw?yah.

Touching directly on the nature of Muhammad’s prophetic visions, the interpretation of the Satanic verses
incident is a question of profound importance in Islam, one that plays a role in defining the limits of what
Muslims may legitimately say and do?issues crucial to understanding the contemporary Islamic world.
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Editorial Review

Review
This has been a long anticipated book, and the wait has been worth it. It is an excellent study of a
complicated theological problem in Islamic religious history that has persisted due to the nature of the
sources and the role it plays in defining and redefining the character of Muhammad and the nature of
revelation. Both a study on what is arguably one of the most fascinating stories about Muhammad and a
primer to the field of Islamic studies and the debate on early sources, this will be an instant classic. (Walid
Saleh, University of Toronto)

Well organized and clearly written, this work is based upon an exhaustive examination of the sources. The
analysis is meticulous, the book sober in its conclusions. Ahmed’s goal is to explain one aspect of the
formation of Islamic orthodoxy by investigating ‘how truth happens.’ He makes an important distinction
between the three types of source material that make up historical memory discourse: sirah or biography;
tafsir or Quranic exegesis; and hadith or prophetic exemplum. Ahmed asks good questions?and he answers
them in a convincing manner. (David Powers, Cornell University)

The battle over Islamic orthodoxy continues to rage on today, making this work of contemporary
relevance…A valuable piece of in-depth scholarship on the formation of the early Islamic community and its
discourses about Muslim beliefs and practices. (Publishers Weekly 2017-04-13)

About the Author
Shahab Ahmed taught at Harvard University and was a fellow in the Harvard Society of Fellows and the
Islamic Studies Program at Harvard Law School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Before Orthodoxy: The Satanic Verses in Early Islam. Try to
stumble through book Before Orthodoxy: The Satanic Verses in Early Islam as your close friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Dolores Mika:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Before Orthodoxy: The Satanic Verses in Early
Islam will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about



anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Dean Herbert:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Before Orthodoxy: The Satanic
Verses in Early Islam. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Kaye Reynolds:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Before Orthodoxy: The Satanic Verses in Early Islam was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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