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The Summer of Saving Peep

Three things in human life are important. The first is to be kind. The second is to be kind. And the third is to
be kind.
-Henry James

One sunny afternoon in June, my sister Jenny and I were walking home from school when we noticed a loud
chirping coming from an empty trashcan on the curb. We walked over to it and peered inside. A sad little
sparrow was sitting at the bottom of the trashcan, chirping his heart out. His right wing stuck out from his
body at a strange angle. Jenny said it was probably broken. She reached in and cupped the bird in her hands,
cooing to him so he wouldn't be scared. The sparrow chirped all the way to our house, his little, fuzzy head
poking through Jenny’s fingers.

My mom took one look at the little bird and said, “No way! I’m not having another animal in the house.” But
once she got a closer look at those big, sad eyes and heard that pathetic chirping, her heart melted. We were
counting on that.

Mom sent me into the bathroom for tape and an eyedropper and gently set the sparrow on the kitchen table to
get a better look at him. She said his right wing was definitely broken, so she designed a splint out of a
Popsicle stick and carefully taped it to his wing. Our dog, Buttons, kept trying to get a look at the bird, but
we shooed her away.

Once the splint was on, we fed the bird water with an eyedropper and gave him bits of bread and berries. At
first he wouldn't eat, but then after awhile, he wouldn't stop.

The little bird earned the name Peep. We kept him in an old hamster cage, former home of Pepper, the
hamster, who’d recently passed away from old age. Every night, we put a towel over the cage, and Peep went
right to sleep. And every morning, we put his cage outside and opened the door so he could wander around
and get some fresh air. Peep couldn't fly, which seemed to frustrate him. He wasn't used to walking
everywhere. Eventually, Peep made friends with Buttons. I swear it's true! Peep would jump onto Button’s
back for a free ride around the back yard.

After awhile, Peep's wing got better, and Mom told us it was probably time to take off the splint. We put



Peep on the kitchen table, and Mom cut off most of the splint with little scissors. She couldn't get all of it, so
there were bits of white tape stuck to his wing, but he didn't seem to mind. He started flapping his wing like
crazy, and the next morning when we opened the cage door, he flew about fifty feet into the air before
coming back. We watched from the ground like proud parents. From then on, Peep flew further each
morning, but he always came back.

Two weeks later, on a Sunday morning, when Jenny let Peep out of his cage, he just kept flying. We left his
cage outside with the door open, but he never came home all that day. As it became dark, we faced the truth
that Peep would never come back. My mom said he probably found some other sparrows and decided it was
time to be with his own kind. My eyes filled with tears, and so did Jenny’s. We all missed Peep a lot—even
Buttons, who paced around in front of his cage every morning for weeks.

A few months later, Jenny and I were walking home from school, and a sparrow landed on a low tree branch
just ahead of where we were walking. We both stopped and stared at it, amazed. The bird had little bits of
white tape stuck to his right wing.

Jenny and I didn't say a word to each other. Peep sat on the branch chirping at us for a couple of seconds, and
then he flew off. We watched him join a little flock of sparrows and disappear into the sky with them. We
decided that it wasn't one of those crazy coincidences. Peep had come to say a proper good-bye and to thank
us for saving his life.

-Yvonne Prinz

Winter Warmth

When you carry out acts of kindness, you get a wonderful feeling inside. It is as though something inside
your body responds and says, yes, this is how I ought to feel.
-Harold Kushner

Whoosh! Ahhhh . . . the sound of my sled sliding on top of the snow! It was what I had been looking forward
to ever since the beginning of winter.

It was a long hike up to the top of the snow hill, the snow crunching under my boots. My arms ached from
pulling the sled. The wind tore at my face, and my eyes filled with tears from the cold wind. But it would all
be worth it in a minute.
I got to the top of the hill and lay stomach-down on the sled to begin the fast trip down. Everything was a
blur as I flew down the hill. Whoosh! There's that great sound! Then I saw something out of the corner of my
eye.
When I got to the bottom of the hill, I looked around for what had caught my attention. Then, I saw a woman
pushing a shopping cart. The snow-covered sidewalk made it hard for her to walk. As she got closer, I
noticed that she had on several thin coats and a couple of hats, and her fingers were showing through her
gloves. I knew in an instant that she was a homeless person. She looked very tired, cold and helpless. My
heart sank. How could I be enjoying this weather that someone else was dreading?

I watched her struggle to push the cart. I wanted to help her, but what could I do? Then I remembered the
church at the top of the hill.

I ran up the hill, dragging the sled through the parking lot and into the church. I saw a man cleaning the floor,
and I told him about the woman. He followed me outside. The woman was still struggling up the sidewalk



with the cart. The man walked up to her and told her not to be afraid, that he worked at the church and he
could help her. He said that the church was taking in homeless people for the weekend, and she was welcome
to come inside, have something to eat and get warm.
The homeless woman looked so grateful! I felt so good that I couldn’t stop smiling.
When I went outside, snow was falling softly, and it made me feel peaceful. Once again, I lay on my
stomach and started down the hill. Only this time, the wind seemed gentle, my eyes didn’t water from the
cold, and I felt warm inside. What a great day!

-Alese Bagdol, 11
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Chicken Soup for the Kid's Soul 2: Read-
Aloud or Read-Alone Character-Building Stories for Kids Ages 6-10 (Chicken Soup for the Soul) guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Chicken Soup for the Kid's Soul 2: Read-Aloud or
Read-Alone Character-Building Stories for Kids Ages 6-10 (Chicken Soup for the Soul) as good book not
only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Patricia Diaz:

The book untitled Chicken Soup for the Kid's Soul 2: Read-Aloud or Read-Alone Character-Building Stories
for Kids Ages 6-10 (Chicken Soup for the Soul) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Alfred Stevens:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information



quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended to your account is Chicken Soup for the Kid's Soul 2: Read-Aloud or
Read-Alone Character-Building Stories for Kids Ages 6-10 (Chicken Soup for the Soul) this e-book consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Carrie Mathis:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Chicken Soup for the Kid's Soul 2: Read-Aloud or Read-
Alone Character-Building Stories for Kids Ages 6-10 (Chicken Soup for the Soul) or others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to put
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Chicken Soup for the Kid's
Soul 2: Read-Aloud or Read-Alone Character-Building Stories for Kids Ages 6-10 (Chicken Soup for the
Soul) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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