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There are many reasons for scholars to investigate empathy. Empathy plays a
crucial role in human social interaction at all stages of life; it is thought to help
motivate positive social behavior, inhibit aggression, and provide the affective
and motivational bases for moral development; it is a necessary component of
psychotherapy and patient-physician interactions. This volume covers a wide
range of topics in empathy theory, research, and applications, helping to integrate
perspectives as varied as anthropology and neuroscience. The contributors
discuss the evolution of empathy within the mammalian brain and the
development of empathy in infants and children; the relationships among
empathy, social behavior, compassion, and altruism; the neural underpinnings of
empathy; cognitive versus emotional empathy in clinical practice; and the cost of
empathy.

Taken together, the contributions significantly broaden the interdisciplinary
scope of empathy studies, reporting on current knowledge of the evolutionary,
social, developmental, cognitive, and neurobiological aspects of empathy and
linking this capacity to human communication, including in clinical practice and
medical education.
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There are many reasons for scholars to investigate empathy. Empathy plays a crucial role in human social
interaction at all stages of life; it is thought to help motivate positive social behavior, inhibit aggression, and
provide the affective and motivational bases for moral development; it is a necessary component of
psychotherapy and patient-physician interactions. This volume covers a wide range of topics in empathy
theory, research, and applications, helping to integrate perspectives as varied as anthropology and
neuroscience. The contributors discuss the evolution of empathy within the mammalian brain and the
development of empathy in infants and children; the relationships among empathy, social behavior,
compassion, and altruism; the neural underpinnings of empathy; cognitive versus emotional empathy in
clinical practice; and the cost of empathy.

Taken together, the contributions significantly broaden the interdisciplinary scope of empathy studies,
reporting on current knowledge of the evolutionary, social, developmental, cognitive, and neurobiological
aspects of empathy and linking this capacity to human communication, including in clinical practice and
medical education.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jean Decety is the Irving B. Harris Professor of Psychology and Psychiatry at the University of Chicago. He
is the coeditor of The Social Neuroscience of Empathy (MIT Press, 2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Empathy: From Bench
to Bedside (Social Neuroscience)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Carole Garner:

The reason why? Because this Empathy: From Bench to Bedside (Social Neuroscience) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Jonathan Sanders:

Empathy: From Bench to Bedside (Social Neuroscience) can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Empathy: From Bench to
Bedside (Social Neuroscience) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you
into new stage of crucial contemplating.



Jesse Williams:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Empathy: From Bench to Bedside
(Social Neuroscience) or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Empathy: From Bench to Bedside (Social Neuroscience) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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