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Hailed by Cicero as "the father of history," Herodotus was both a critical thinker
and a lively storyteller, a traveler who was both tourist and anthropologist. Like
Homer, he set out to memorialize great deeds in words, in particular, the wars
between Greece and Persia. In his hands, the Greeks' unforeseeable defeat of the
Persian kings Darius and Xerxes with their vast hosts made for fascinating
storytelling. Influenced by the work of the natural scientists and philosophers of
his own and earlier eras, Herodotus also brought his literary talents to bear on a
vast, unruly mass of historical information, leaving behind him the longest work
that had ever been written in Greek. This Very Short Introduction introduces
readers to what little is known of Herodotus's life and discusses all aspects of his
work, including his travels; his interest in seeing the world and learning about
non-Greek civilizations; the recurring themes of his work; his beliefs in dreams,
oracles, and omens; the prominence of women in his work; and his account of the
battles of the Persian Wars.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Built on a vast but unobtrusive bedrock of fine scholarship, its research up-to-date, its judgments and
interpretations well-balanced, its obvious affection for its subject never getting in the way of a necessary
correction, its tone as amused, ironic, and humane as Herodotus's own, this little volume is as near-perfect an
introduction to the Father of History as one could hope for: the general readers for whom it is intended can
count themselves lucky, and -- experto credite -- scholars may learn a thing or two from it as well. -- Peter
Green, The New Republic

About the Author

Jennifer T. Roberts is Professor of Classics and History, City College of New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Herodotus: A Very Short Introduction had been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The e-book Herodotus: A Very Short Introduction is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Herodotus: A Very Short Introduction. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Guadalupe Baxter:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Herodotus: A Very
Short Introduction suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Herodotus: A Very Short Introductionis a single of several books which everyone read
now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.



Patricia Spear:

This Herodotus: A Very Short Introduction is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Herodotus: A Very Short Introduction in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but
this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in
which?

Jennifer Stanley:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Herodotus: A Very Short Introduction was filled in relation to science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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