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Il divino: A glorious exploration of Michelangelo’s works
 
Before reaching the tender age of 30, Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475–1564) had
already sculpted David and Pietà, two of the most famous sculptures in the entire
history of art. As a sculptor, painter, draftsman, and architect, the achievements
of this Italian master are unique—no artist before or after him has ever
produced such a vast, multifaceted, and wide-ranging œuvre.

This comprehensive book explores Michelangelo’s life and work with a richly
illustrated biographical essay, and a complete four-part inventory of his
paintings, sculptures, buildings, and drawings. Full-page reproductions and
enlarged details allow readers to appreciate fine details in the artist’s vast
repertoire, while the book’s biographical insights consider a previously unseen
extent to Michelangelo’s more personal traits and circumstances, such as his
solitary nature, his thirst for money and commissions, his immense wealth, and
his skill as a property investor. In addition, the book tackles the controversial
issue of the attribution of Michelangelo drawings, an area in which decisions
continue to be steered by the interests of the art market and the major collections.

This is the definitive work about Michelangelo for generations to come, to be
delved into and put on display, with its slipcase neatly converting into a book
stand.
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Il divino: A glorious exploration of Michelangelo’s works
 
Before reaching the tender age of 30, Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475–1564) had already sculpted David and
Pietà, two of the most famous sculptures in the entire history of art. As a sculptor, painter, draftsman, and
architect, the achievements of this Italian master are unique—no artist before or after him has ever
produced such a vast, multifaceted, and wide-ranging œuvre.

This comprehensive book explores Michelangelo’s life and work with a richly illustrated biographical
essay, and a complete four-part inventory of his paintings, sculptures, buildings, and drawings. Full-
page reproductions and enlarged details allow readers to appreciate fine details in the artist’s vast repertoire,
while the book’s biographical insights consider a previously unseen extent to Michelangelo’s more personal
traits and circumstances, such as his solitary nature, his thirst for money and commissions, his immense
wealth, and his skill as a property investor. In addition, the book tackles the controversial issue of the
attribution of Michelangelo drawings, an area in which decisions continue to be steered by the interests of
the art market and the major collections.

This is the definitive work about Michelangelo for generations to come, to be delved into and put on display,
with its slipcase neatly converting into a book stand.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Frank Zöllner wrote his doctoral thesis on motifs originating from Antiquity in the history of art and
architecture of the Medieval and Renaissance periods (1987). He is also the author of a postdoctoral treatise
on motion and expression in the art of Leonardo da Vinci, published in 2010. He has published numerous
works on Renaissance art and art theory, and on 20th-century art. Since 1996 he has been Professor of
Medieval and Modern Art at the University of Leipzig. For TASCHEN he has authored the XL monographs
on Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo.

Christof Thoenes studied art history in Berlin and Pavia, before completing his doctorate in Berlin. Thoenes
was Honorary Professor in Hamburg and now lives in Rome, where for many years he has worked for the
Bibliotheca Hertziana (Max-Planck-Institute). He has contributed to numerous publications on Italian art,
particularly on architecture and architectural theory of the 15th to 18th centuries.

Thomas Pöpper wrote his doctoral thesis on 15th-century Italian Renaissance sculpture (2003). After a
fellowship at the Bibliotheca Hertziana, he worked as a volunteer for the Schleswig-Holsteinische
Landesmuseen. Following further appointments at universities in Hamburg und Leipzig, since 2008 he has
been Professor of Art and Design History at the West Saxon University of Applied Sciences of Zwickau,
where he is currently Head of the Faculty of Applied Art. Pöpper has published on a variety of aspects of
Italian art from the Middle Ages to the Baroque, German painting of the Early Modern era and German
sculpture of the 19th and 20th century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlene Martinez:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Michelangelo: Complete Works. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Michelangelo:
Complete Works. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Rebecca Kendrick:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Michelangelo: Complete Works was making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Michelangelo: Complete Works is not only giving you much more new information but also for
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship using the book Michelangelo: Complete Works. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.



Eugene Ruano:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Michelangelo: Complete Works, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Kathryn Cortez:

Why? Because this Michelangelo: Complete Works is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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