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Embryonic stem cells have been hot-button topics in recent years, generating
intense public interest as well as much confusion and misinformation. In this
Very Short Introduction, leading authority Jonathan Slack offers a clear and
informative overview of stem cells--what they are, what scientists do with them,
what stem cell therapies are available today, and how they might be used in the
future. Slack explains the difference between embryonic stem cells, which exist
only in laboratory cultures, and tissue-specific stem cells, which exist in our
bodies, and he discusses how embryonic stem cells may be used in the future to
treat such illnesses as diabetes, Parkinson's disease, heart disease, spinal trauma,
and retinal degeneration. But he stresses that, despite important advances, the
clinical applications of stem cells are still in their infancy and that most real stem
cell therapy today is some form of bone marrow transplantation. Slack concludes
by analyzing how medical innovation has occurred in this area in recent years
and he draws out some of the lessons for the development of new therapies in the
future.
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Embryonic stem cells have been hot-button topics in recent years, generating intense public interest as well
as much confusion and misinformation. In this Very Short Introduction, leading authority Jonathan Slack
offers a clear and informative overview of stem cells--what they are, what scientists do with them, what stem
cell therapies are available today, and how they might be used in the future. Slack explains the difference
between embryonic stem cells, which exist only in laboratory cultures, and tissue-specific stem cells, which
exist in our bodies, and he discusses how embryonic stem cells may be used in the future to treat such
illnesses as diabetes, Parkinson's disease, heart disease, spinal trauma, and retinal degeneration. But he
stresses that, despite important advances, the clinical applications of stem cells are still in their infancy and
that most real stem cell therapy today is some form of bone marrow transplantation. Slack concludes by
analyzing how medical innovation has occurred in this area in recent years and he draws out some of the
lessons for the development of new therapies in the future.
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Editorial Review

Review
I would recommend this clearly written book to everyone. Simon McGurk, Nursing Standard

About the Author

Jonathan Slack is Director of the Stem Cell Institute at the University of Minnesota, where he also holds the
Tulloch Chair of Stem Cell Biology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Stem Cells: A
Very Short Introduction suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Stem Cells: A Very Short Introductionis one of several books in which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Sarah Ruff:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Brooke Callender:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.



Virginia Kang:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction will give you new experience in
examining a book.
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