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In this pathbreaking and richly illustrated book, Martin Kemp examines the
major optically oriented examples of artistic theory and practice from
Brunelleschi’s invention of perspective and its exploitation by Leonardo and
Durer to the beginnings of photography. In a discussion of color theory, Kemp
traces two main traditions of color science: the Aristotelian tradition of primary
colors and Newton’s prismatic theory that influenced Runge, Turner, and Seurat.
His monumental book not only adds to our understanding of a large group of
individual works of art but also provides valuable information for all those
interested in the interaction between science and art.
 
"This beautifully made volume . . . shows us the unity of the visual study of
nature—the exalted mutual task of Renaissance science and art."—Scientific
American

"[A] wonderful book. . . . Martin Kemp has convincingly demonstrated that even
the most diverse styles of Western art from the Renaissance to modern times
remained ever enthralled by scientific optics. . . . [A] handsome
volume."—Samuel Y. Edgerton, American Scientist
 
"An extraordinarily ambitious, even daring, enterprise. . . . The book leaves us in
no doubt about its author’s expertise in both fields. It includes the most
comprehensive account of the development of perspective theory and practice I
know."—Thomas Puttfarken, Times Higher Education Supplement

"Kemp has performed a valuable service. . . . His style is lucid and he emerges as
an honest broker who judiciously weighs the historical evidence. He has an
impressive command of the literature of both art and optical science across much
of Europe and over a span of four centuries. . . . Kemp’s thesis is amply
illustrated with several hundred plates, including many of his own line drawings.
. . . The reader is led gently through the history of art and the details of optical
science to appreciate their interrelationship."—Geoffrey Cantor, Oxford Art
Journal
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In this pathbreaking and richly illustrated book, Martin Kemp examines the major optically oriented
examples of artistic theory and practice from Brunelleschi’s invention of perspective and its exploitation by
Leonardo and Durer to the beginnings of photography. In a discussion of color theory, Kemp traces two main
traditions of color science: the Aristotelian tradition of primary colors and Newton’s prismatic theory that
influenced Runge, Turner, and Seurat. His monumental book not only adds to our understanding of a large
group of individual works of art but also provides valuable information for all those interested in the
interaction between science and art.
 
"This beautifully made volume . . . shows us the unity of the visual study of nature—the exalted mutual task
of Renaissance science and art."—Scientific American

"[A] wonderful book. . . . Martin Kemp has convincingly demonstrated that even the most diverse styles of
Western art from the Renaissance to modern times remained ever enthralled by scientific optics. . . . [A]
handsome volume."—Samuel Y. Edgerton, American Scientist
 
"An extraordinarily ambitious, even daring, enterprise. . . . The book leaves us in no doubt about its author’s
expertise in both fields. It includes the most comprehensive account of the development of perspective
theory and practice I know."—Thomas Puttfarken, Times Higher Education Supplement

"Kemp has performed a valuable service. . . . His style is lucid and he emerges as an honest broker who
judiciously weighs the historical evidence. He has an impressive command of the literature of both art and
optical science across much of Europe and over a span of four centuries. . . . Kemp’s thesis is amply
illustrated with several hundred plates, including many of his own line drawings. . . . The reader is led gently
through the history of art and the details of optical science to appreciate their interrelationship."—Geoffrey
Cantor, Oxford Art Journal
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In a volume filled with some 570 illustrations, Kemp discusses European painters' imitation of nature
through the sciences of perspective and color.

Copyright 1992 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This work, one of the most lucidly written art history books in recent memory, addresses a topic of inherent
complexity and great recent interest. Kemp (Univ. of St. Andrews), who has written on Leonardo, discusses
perspective and optic theories as they related to the central problem of European painting for half a
millennium, the verisimilar depiction of nature. The first part of the book discusses perspective theory and
practice and the use of devices that led toward photography. In the second part, Kemp explores optic theories
derived from Aristotle and from Newton and their theoretical and practical impacts on painting. The only
minor cavil is the unclear order of the select bibliography; otherwise, this is a superb and thoughtful book,
with a level of writing to which few can aspire. Highly recommended for general as well as special
collections.
- Jack Perry Brown, Ryerson & Burnham Libs . , Art Inst. of Chicago
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
For almost five hundred years the central goal of European painting was the imitation of nature. Many artist
and theorists, believing that imitation must be based on scientific principles, found inspiration or guidance in
two branches of optics--the geometrical science of perspective and the physical science of colour. In this
pathbreaking and highly illustrated book Martin Kemp examines the major optically orientated examples of
artistic theory and practice from the Renaissance to the nineteenth century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

The book The Science of Art: Optical Themes in Western Art from Brunelleschi to Seurat can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book The Science of Art: Optical Themes in Western Art from Brunelleschi to
Seurat? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Science of Art:
Optical Themes in Western Art from Brunelleschi to Seurat has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.



Arturo Hasan:

This The Science of Art: Optical Themes in Western Art from Brunelleschi to Seurat tend to be reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Science of Art:
Optical Themes in Western Art from Brunelleschi to Seurat can be among the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Science of Art: Optical Themes in
Western Art from Brunelleschi to Seurat forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Christine Furst:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Science of Art: Optical Themes in Western Art from
Brunelleschi to Seurat can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

William Brown:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Science of Art: Optical Themes in Western Art from Brunelleschi to Seurat your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get just before. The The Science of Art: Optical Themes in Western Art from
Brunelleschi to Seurat giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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