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Chris von der Ahe knew next to nothing about base¬ball when he risked his life's
savings to found the franchise that would become the St. Louis Cardinals. Yet the
German-born beer garden proprietor would become one of the most
important—and funniest—figures in the game's history.

Von der Ahe picked up the team for one reason—to sell more beer. Then he
helped gather a group of ragtag professional clubs together to create a maverick
new league that would fight the haughty National League, reinventing big-league
baseball to attract Americans of all classes. Sneered at as “The Beer and Whiskey
Circuit” because it was backed by brewers, distillers, and saloon owners, their
American Association brought Americans back to enjoying baseball by offering
Sunday games, beer at the ballpark, and a dirt-cheap ticket price of 25 cents.

The womanizing, egocentric, wildly generous Von der Ahe and his fellow
owners filled their teams' rosters with drunks and renegades, and drew huge
crowds of rowdy spectators who screamed at umpires and cheered like mad as
the Philadelphia Athletics and St. Louis Browns fought to the bitter end for the
1883 pennant.

In The Summer of Beer and Whiskey, Edward Achorn re-creates this wondrous
and hilarious world of cunning, competition, and boozing, set amidst a rapidly
transforming America. It is a classic American story of people with big dreams,
no shortage of chutzpah, and love for a brilliant game that they refused to let die.
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Chris von der Ahe knew next to nothing about base¬ball when he risked his life's savings to found the
franchise that would become the St. Louis Cardinals. Yet the German-born beer garden proprietor would
become one of the most important—and funniest—figures in the game's history.

Von der Ahe picked up the team for one reason—to sell more beer. Then he helped gather a group of ragtag
professional clubs together to create a maverick new league that would fight the haughty National League,
reinventing big-league baseball to attract Americans of all classes. Sneered at as “The Beer and Whiskey
Circuit” because it was backed by brewers, distillers, and saloon owners, their American Association brought
Americans back to enjoying baseball by offering Sunday games, beer at the ballpark, and a dirt-cheap ticket
price of 25 cents.

The womanizing, egocentric, wildly generous Von der Ahe and his fellow owners filled their teams' rosters
with drunks and renegades, and drew huge crowds of rowdy spectators who screamed at umpires and
cheered like mad as the Philadelphia Athletics and St. Louis Browns fought to the bitter end for the 1883
pennant.

In The Summer of Beer and Whiskey, Edward Achorn re-creates this wondrous and hilarious world of
cunning, competition, and boozing, set amidst a rapidly transforming America. It is a classic American story
of people with big dreams, no shortage of chutzpah, and love for a brilliant game that they refused to let die.
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Editorial Review

Review
Publishers Weekly
“Achorn…turns his attention to old-time professional baseball, visiting the nascent days of the American
Association, more notably, the American Association that turned baseball into a nationally beloved
sport….[An] entertaining history of baseball's overlooked early years.”

Kirkus Reviews
“A thoroughly enjoyable re-creation of the gusto, guts, glory and grime of the game's early days.”

Tampa Tribune
“The Summer of Beer and Whiskey strengthens the baseball fan's understanding of that raw, unvarnished era
of baseball 130 years ago that eventually evolved into the smooth product we see today. Achorn writes
passionately and presents an excellent history lesson.”

St. Louis Post Dispatch
“The Summer of Beer and Whiskey hinges on the hard-fought 1883 pennant race between Von der Ahe's
ascendant Browns and the Philadelphia Athletics. The book is rich in newspaper accounts of the race, along
with accompanying caricatures of the players. But Achorn also includes insightful digressions on topics
ranging from the sport's persistent problems with racism and alcoholism to the peculiarities of 19th-century
baseball, which featured barehanded fielders, one umpire per contest, and pitchers who could take a slight
running start before each throw.”

Bill Littlefield, NPR's "Only a Game"
"The author makes a convincing case that it was an exceptionally entertaining time to be a baseball fan in St.
Louis."

Providence Journal
"Edward Achorn ... favors us with a realistic and colorful look at early professional baseball."

The Daily Beast
"The time machine travels back to the 1880s as brewer Chris von der Ahe purchases the forerunner of the St.
Louis Cardinals, with the singular purpose of selling more beer."

Los Angeles Times
"When it comes to baseball history, Edward Achorn has carved out his own territory, re-animating the 19th
century game."

The New Yorker - The Sporting Scene blog
“Combining the narrative skills of a sportswriter with a historian's depth of knowledge and stockpile of
detail, Achorn has produced a book that is both entertaining and informative.”

The Ft. Wayne News-Sentinel
“The Summer of Beer and Whiskey” is full of great stories and interesting tidbits of history.”



Library Journal
“Achorn…takes us back to when baseball was expressed in two words and one league—until the American
Association was founded in 1882.”

About the Author

Edward Achorn, a journalist and Pulitzer prize finalist for distinguished commentary, is the deputy editorial
pages editor of the Providence Journal and author of Fifty-Nine in '84: Old Hoss Radbourn, Barehanded
Baseball, and the Greatest Season a Pitcher Ever Had. He has won numerous writing awards and his work
appears in The Best Newspaper Writing, 2007-2008. His reviews of books on American history appear
frequently in the Weekly Standard. He lives in Barrington, Rhode Island.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rafael Brooks:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Summer of Beer
and Whiskey: How Brewers, Barkeeps, Rowdies, Immigrants, and a Wild Pennant Fight Made Baseball
America's Game? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Thomas Daniels:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Summer of Beer and Whiskey: How Brewers,
Barkeeps, Rowdies, Immigrants, and a Wild Pennant Fight Made Baseball America's Game can be good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Tammy Kovar:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Summer of Beer and Whiskey: How Brewers, Barkeeps, Rowdies, Immigrants, and a Wild
Pennant Fight Made Baseball America's Game your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
prior to. The The Summer of Beer and Whiskey: How Brewers, Barkeeps, Rowdies, Immigrants, and a Wild
Pennant Fight Made Baseball America's Game giving you a different experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the



relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Megan Kelly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Summer of Beer and Whiskey:
How Brewers, Barkeeps, Rowdies, Immigrants, and a Wild Pennant Fight Made Baseball America's Game.
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