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This thoroughly revised and updated third edition of the innovative and widely
acclaimed Theatre Histories: An Introduction offers a critical overview of global
theatre and drama, spanning a broad wealth of world cultures and periods.
Bringing together a group of scholars from a diverse range of backgrounds to add
fresh perspectives on the history of global theatre, the book illustrates
historiographical theories with case studies demonstrating various methods and
interpretive approaches.

Subtly restructured sections place the chapters within new thematic contexts to
offer a clear overview of each period, while a revised chapter structure offers
accessibility for students and instructors. Further new features and key updates to
this third edition include:

A dedicated chapter on historiography●

New, up to date, case studies●

Enhanced and reworked historical, cultural and political timelines, helping●

students to place each chapter within the historical context of the section
Pronunciation guidance, both in the text and as an online audio guide, to aid the●

reader in accessing and internalizing unfamiliar terminology 
A new and updated companion website with further insights, activities and●

resources to enable students to further their knowledge and understanding of
the theatre.
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Editorial Review

Review

"When the first edition of Theatre Histories appeared in 2006 it set a new standard in the field for breadth of
geographical coverage, for exploring the inter-relation of theatre with social and cultural history, and for its
in-depth presentation of historical methodology. The new third edition further excels in all of these areas as
well as being tied to an excellent online supplement."

- Marvin Carlson, Distinguished Professor, The City University of New York

"The third edition is a bold reworking of an already revolutionary text. The major restructuring of the
chapters, case studies, and theoretical frames give the text laser clarity and make it easier to integrate into the
curriculum. The diverse range of case studies makes this text deeply engaging. The authors of this volume
present us yet again with a brilliant and provocative examination of the study of theatre history with its
ambitious range and innovative critique of the historical narrative. Through Theatre Histories, the third
edition, McConachie, Nellhaus, Sorgenfrei, and Underiner strike that rare balance, simultaneously teaching
the historical meta-narrative while interrogating and subverting the concept of metanarratives. The book
provides a dynamic platform for students and instructors alike to engage thoughtfully with the history of the
theatre."

- E.J. Westlake, Associate Professor of Theatre and English, University of Michigan

About the Author

Tobin Nellhaus is an independent scholar and former Librarian for Performing Arts, Media and Philosophy
at Yale University. He writes mainly on the relationship between theatre and communication practices, and
on critical realism in theatre historiography.

Bruce McConachie is Chair of Theatre Arts at the University of Pittsburgh, where he also directs and
performs. He has published widely in American theatre history, theatre historiography, and performance and
cognitive studies, and is a former President of the American Society for Theatre Research. 

Carol Fisher Sorgenfrei is Professor Emerita of Theatre and Performance Studies and former Vice Chair
for Graduate Programs at UCLA and former Research Fellow in the Institute for Theatre Studies at Berlin's
Free University. She is a scholar, translator, playwright, and director focusing on Japanese and cross-
cultural theatre.

Tamara Underiner is Associate Dean for Research for the Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts at
Arizona State University, and director of the Ph.D. program in Theatre and Performance of the Americas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Carlo Young:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Theatre Histories: An
Introduction? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Adam Whittington:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Theatre Histories: An
Introduction book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Nancy Harris:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Theatre Histories: An Introduction why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Beverlee Guthrie:

This Theatre Histories: An Introduction is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Theatre Histories: An
Introduction can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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