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" Alphabets and names make games and everybody has a name and all the same
they havein away to have a birthday," muses Gertrude Stein in To Do: A Book
of Alphabets and Birthdays. Written in 1940 and intended as a follow-up to her
children's book The World Is Round, published the previous year, To Do isa
fanciful journey through the alphabet. Each letter is represented by four names
(including Gertrude for "G") and features a short story told in verse. "[Thisis] a
birthday book | would have liked as achild,” said Stein of To Do.

Publishers rejected the manuscript as too complex for children, and it remained
unpublished during Stein's lifetime. A text-only version issued from Yae
University Pressin 1957. Now, more than seventy years after Stein penned the
story, To Do is appearing with illustrations, realizing the author's original concept
for the book. Giselle Potter's witty and stylish illustrations provide a perfect
complement to Stein's uniquely whimsical world of words, creating a truly
delightful, often hilarious book that adults and children alike can appreciate and
love.
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" Alphabets and names make games and everybody has a name and all the same they have in away to have a
birthday," muses Gertrude Stein in To Do: A Book of Alphabets and Birthdays. Written in 1940 and intended
as afollow-up to her children's book The World Is Round, published the previous year, To Do is afanciful
journey through the aphabet. Each letter is represented by four names (including Gertrude for "G") and
features a short story told in verse. "[Thisis] abirthday book | would have liked as a child," said Stein of To
Do.

Publishers rejected the manuscript as too complex for children, and it remained unpublished during Stein's
lifetime. A text-only version issued from Yale University Pressin 1957. Now, more than seventy years after
Stein penned the story, To Do is appearing with illustrations, realizing the author's original concept for the
book. Giselle Potter's witty and stylish illustrations provide a perfect complement to Stein's uniquely
whimsical world of words, creating atruly delightful, often hilarious book that adults and children alike can
appreciate and love.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Gertrude Stein's long-lost kids' book is bizarre—and a great reflection of how children think. . .. AsTo Do
proceeds through the alphabet, it becomes a book not just about language learning, but about pretending,
about how children learn to distinguish the abstract from the concrete, the made-up from the real."—Stephen
Burt, The Boston Globe

(Stephen Burt The Boston Globe)

"The highly original, repetitive, and sparely punctuated verse may be read rapidly for heightened effect. A
one-of-a-kind book that will remind grown-ups how joyful it can be to put sentences together."—Fore Word
(Fore Word)

Won Honorable Mention for the 2011-2012 Los Angeles Book Festival in the Photography/Art category
(Honorable Mention Photography/Art Los Angeles Book Festival)

About the Author

Gertrude Stein (1874-1946) was at the forefront of the development of modern art and literature. Her
archiveis housed in the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Yale University. Giselle Potter has
worked for the New Yorker and hasillustrated more than twenty children’'s books. Timothy Y oung is curator
of modern books and manuscripts at the Beinecke.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paul Green:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book To Do: A Book of Alphabets and Birthdays. Y ou can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a book
To Do: A Book of Alphabets and Birthdays. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we could open abook as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou may
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Nancy Sobel:

The book To Do: A Book of Alphabets and Birthdays make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can
utilize to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book To Do: A Book of
Alphabets and Birthdays to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and
read areserve To Do: A Book of Alphabets and Birthdays. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science



book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

KatieBarry:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
reguire something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have extratime? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
guestion due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it issuitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this To Do: A Book of Alphabets
and Birthdays to read.

Tammy Jones:

This book untitled To Do: A Book of Alphabets and Birthdays to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for your reguirements to past this book from your list.
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