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When Abraham Lincoln helped create the Republican Party on the eve of the
Civil War, his goal was to promote economic opportunity for all Americans, not
just the slaveholding Southern planters who steered national politics. Yet while
visionary Republicans like Teddy Roosevelt and Dwight Eisenhower shared
Lincoln’s egalitarian dream, their attempts to use government to guard against
the concentration of wealth have repeatedly been undone by the country’s
moneyed interests and members of their own party. Ronald Reagan’s embrace of
big business—and the ensuing financial crisis—is the latest example of this
calamitous cycle, but it is by no means the first.

In To Make Men Free, celebrated historian Heather Cox Richardson traces the
shifting ideology of the Grand Old Party from the antebellum era to the Great
Recession, showing how Republicans’ ideological vacillations have had terrible
repercussions for minorities, the middle class, and America at large. Expansive
and authoritative, To Make Men Free explains how a relatively young party
became America’s greatest political hope—and, time and time again, its greatest
disappointment.
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When Abraham Lincoln helped create the Republican Party on the eve of the Civil War, his goal was to
promote economic opportunity for all Americans, not just the slaveholding Southern planters who steered
national politics. Yet while visionary Republicans like Teddy Roosevelt and Dwight Eisenhower shared
Lincoln’s egalitarian dream, their attempts to use government to guard against the concentration of wealth
have repeatedly been undone by the country’s moneyed interests and members of their own party. Ronald
Reagan’s embrace of big business—and the ensuing financial crisis—is the latest example of this calamitous
cycle, but it is by no means the first.

In To Make Men Free, celebrated historian Heather Cox Richardson traces the shifting ideology of the Grand
Old Party from the antebellum era to the Great Recession, showing how Republicans’ ideological
vacillations have had terrible repercussions for minorities, the middle class, and America at large. Expansive
and authoritative, To Make Men Free explains how a relatively young party became America’s greatest
political hope—and, time and time again, its greatest disappointment.
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Editorial Review

Review
T.J. Stiles, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The First Tycoon: The Epic Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt
“In To Make Men Free, one of our most admired historians takes on one of the most important topics of our
past and present: the 160-year story of the Republican Party. From Abraham Lincoln to George W. Bush,
from Radical Republicans to Movement Conservatives, Heather Cox Richardson recounts the GOP's
dramatic history with unimpeachable insights and crisp, vivid writing. How did the anti-slavery party
become the party of the Solid South? How did the anti-trust party of Theodore Roosevelt become the party
of Wall Street and the Club for Growth? In this brisk account, Richardson make sense of a twisting tale that
shapes our lives every day.”

Ari Kelman, Bancroft Prize-winning author of A Misplaced Massacre: Struggling Over the Memory of
Sand Creek
“Heather Cox Richardson has written a much-needed book: a comprehensive and balanced history of the
Republican Party. The prose is engaging, the research is deep, the argument is persuasive; To Make Men
Free is the work of a major talent at the top of her craft.”

New York Times Book Review

“A readable and provocative account of the many paths that Republicans have taken to their current state of
confusion.”

Los Angeles Times
“The most comprehensive account of the GOP and its competing impulses... an important contribution to
understanding where we are today.”

Washington Post
“The book offers a lively survey of Republican politics in all its diversity, from the ‘transformational
presidency' of Abraham Lincoln (to borrow a 21st-century term) to the conservative ascendancy of Ronald
Reagan.”

Washington Spectator
“A rich portrait of the thinking and times of Abraham Lincoln and those closest to him in the founding of the
Republican Party... perceptive and persuasive.... Readers of Richardson's history of the GOP will come away
with a good sense of the complex path that led the party to the abnegation of the Lincoln legacy.”

New Republic
“[Richardson's] theory of the party's historical cycle is intriguing.”

Open Letters Monthly
“Sharp and readable.”

Kirkus
“Richardson makes a bold, pertinent argument.... A hard-hitting study that will surely resonate with ongoing



attempts to regenerate the GOP.”

Publishers Weekly
“[An] opinionated history...Richardson aptly ends by wondering if the modern Republican Party ‘will find a
way to stay committed to the ideals of its founders.'”

Ruy Teixeira, co-author of The Emerging Democratic Majority
“Heather Cox Richardson's concise history of the Republican Party shows how a party that once saw
government as the guarantor of equal opportunity for all morphed into today's intransigently anti-
government, anti-tax, anti-regulation GOP. Richardson convincingly demonstrates that the Republican Party
has oscillated throughout its history between equal opportunity and protection of property rights as its
lodestar. Those seeking clues to how the GOP might evolve in the future will want to read this important
book.”

Sean Wilentz, author of The Rise of American Democracy: Jefferson to Lincoln
“At its Lincolnian best, the G.O.P. has been not just grand but good. In To Make Men Free, the eminent
political historian Heather Cox Richardson superbly brings the Republican Party's history to life, while
offering sharp and often surprising interpretations of its rises and declines, when it heeded Lincoln's legacy
and when it did not.”

Eric Rauchway, Professor of History, University of California, Davis
“Heather Cox Richardson tells a great story, full of fascinating figures, of how the Republican Party has
enjoyed extraordinary political success in a country full of poor people, while doing much to serve the rich.
It's a vital chapter in the history of American conservatism.”

About the Author
Heather Cox Richardson is professor of history at Boston College. She is the author of four books, including
"Wounded Knee: Party Politics and the Road to an American Massacre" and "West from Appomattox: The
Reconstruction of America after the Civil War." Richardson lives in Winchester, MA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kai Martin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book To Make Men Free: A History of
the Republican Party. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Victor Willis:

The knowledge that you get from To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican Party may be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican
Party giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can



be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having that To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican Party instantly.

James Chapman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican Party can be good book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Barbara Morton:

Beside this specific To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican Party in your phone, it may give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican Party because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from now!
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