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There is a growing sense that existing media have failed to serve the purposes of
development, and in particular have not reflected either the concerns or the needs
of the rural majority in Third World countries. Theatre, however, is now being
used as a way of increasing popular participation in the development process.
This book examines these experiences of training extension workers in the use of
theatre-for-development, and explores the author's own attempts - notable with
the Marotholi Travelling Theatre in Lesotho - to develop a new model of
theatrical communication. The structures of communication, Mda argues, should
be democratized. They ought to increase participation, promote equity and self-
reliance, and close the gap between people and government. Theatre in Africa
has potential as a democratic medium for it can enable audience participation,
integrate indigenous an popular systems of communicaiton and use whatever
local resources are to hand. But he stresses it is important not to romanticise the
democratic dimension of theatre-for-development. Intervention is also required
as a technique. And not for all its forms - agitprop, forum theatre - have been
successful. If theatre is to play a role in the expression of the development
problems faced by people who are marginalized, then a more carefully thought
out methodology combining intervention and participation is needed - to
mobilize, provide a genuine two-way communication, and revitalize people's
own forms of cultural expression. A realistic awareness of the financial and
political constraints that can undermine even the best-conceived projects is also
vital.
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There is a growing sense that existing media have failed to serve the purposes of development, and in
particular have not reflected either the concerns or the needs of the rural majority in Third World countries.
Theatre, however, is now being used as a way of increasing popular participation in the development
process. This book examines these experiences of training extension workers in the use of theatre-for-
development, and explores the author's own attempts - notable with the Marotholi Travelling Theatre in
Lesotho - to develop a new model of theatrical communication. The structures of communication, Mda
argues, should be democratized. They ought to increase participation, promote equity and self-reliance, and
close the gap between people and government. Theatre in Africa has potential as a democratic medium for it
can enable audience participation, integrate indigenous an popular systems of communicaiton and use
whatever local resources are to hand. But he stresses it is important not to romanticise the democratic
dimension of theatre-for-development. Intervention is also required as a technique. And not for all its forms -
agitprop, forum theatre - have been successful. If theatre is to play a role in the expression of the
development problems faced by people who are marginalized, then a more carefully thought out
methodology combining intervention and participation is needed - to mobilize, provide a genuine two-way
communication, and revitalize people's own forms of cultural expression. A realistic awareness of the
financial and political constraints that can undermine even the best-conceived projects is also vital.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Bonk:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular When People Play People: Development
Communication through Theatre is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Delores Keener:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually When People Play People: Development Communication
through Theatre why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Brian Register:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and When People Play People: Development
Communication through Theatre as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes When People Play People: Development Communication
through Theatre to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Stephen Harvey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that



reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is When People Play
People: Development Communication through Theatre.
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