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"1t would be hard to imagine a more readable general history of the West
that coversso much ground so incisively." ?William Grimes, The New York
Times

Ever since the attacks of September 11, 2001, Western leaders have described a
world engaged in "afight for civilization." But what do we mean by civilization?
We believe in a Western tradition of freedom that has produced a fulfilling
existence for many millions of people and a culture of enormous depth and
creative power. But the history of our civilization is also filled with unspeakable
brutality?for every Leonardo thereis aMussolini, for every Beethoven
symphony a concentration camp, for every Chrysler Building aMy Lai massacre.

An ambitious historical assessment of the Western world?tying together the
histories of empires, art, philosophy, science, and politics?Civilization
reexamines and confronts us with all of our glories and catastrophes. At such a
dangerous time in the world's history, this brilliant book is required reading.
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"1t would be hard to imagine a mor e readable general history of the West that covers so much ground
soincisively." ?William Grimes, The New York Times

Ever since the attacks of September 11, 2001, Western leaders have described aworld engaged in "afight for
civilization." But what do we mean by civilization? We believe in a Western tradition of freedom that has
produced afulfilling existence for many millions of people and a culture of enormous depth and creative
power. But the history of our civilization is also filled with unspeakable brutality?for every Leonardo thereis
aMussolini, for every Beethoven symphony a concentration camp, for every Chrysler Building aMy Lai
massacre.

An ambitious historical assessment of the Western world?tying together the histories of empires, art,
philosophy, science, and politics?Civilization reexamines and confronts us with all of our glories and
catastrophes. At such a dangerous time in the world's history, this brilliant book is required reading.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

This stimulating survey steers a middle course between triumphal pageant of progress and postmodern
bricolage of clashing perspectives to attempt a coherent narrative of Western history. Historian Osborne (The
Floating Egg: Episodesin the Making of Geology) traces alucid, thoughtful overview of European and
American history from Stonehenge and the Greco-Roman era to the present. Tying together his account are a
few broad themes, most prominently the development of rationalism—the use of abstract reasoning to
uncover universal laws governing nature and society—from its Platonic originsto its apotheosis in Western
science and its malevolent influence on Soviet communism. This often sinister rationalism worksin
counterpoint, and sometimes opposition, to what he sees as the redeeming organicity of Western culture, its
rootedness in human adaptation to changing environments and practical needs in a multitude of contexts,
from the growth of medieval townsto the rise of Hollywood and rock 'n' roll. Some pronouncements, like
Oshorne'sinsistence on the unique ferocity of Western warfare, aren't persuasive, and the paragraph he
accords the Rolling Stones' 1969 Altamont concert is one too many. But one judges such a book less by its
historiographical synthesis than by the wealth of provocative insightsit throws up, and by that measure
Osborne succeeds admirably. Photos. (Dec.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

We frequently hear speculation that the West is engaged in a"clash of civilizations" with the Muslim world.
So it isuseful, perhaps even vital, that the West periodically examine the roots, history, and current condition
of itscivilization. Osborneis clearly an admirer of the richness and magnificent achievements of Western
civilization. However, heis no cultural chauvinist, and he eloquently poses the dilemmaimplicit in a culture
that could produce the glories of classical Greece and the Renaissance and the barbarism of Nazi Germany.
Oshorne follows a chronological approach that ranges from prehistory to the post-cold war period.
Fortunately, he avoids the pitfalls of trying to tell too much, concentrating on vital and specific themes
within particular epochs, including such topics as the development of democratic institutionsin Athens, the
growth of industrial capitalism, and the nature of totalitarianism under Hitler. Thisis awell-written, easily
digestible survey illustrating that there remains much to be cherished within the common threads of our
diverse civilization. Jay Freeman
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Review

"THE FLOATING EGG (over 12,000 copies sold) 'Wonderful...utterly fascinating' The Times 'If you have
never read a book about geology, and didn't even think you were interested, Roger Osborne could change
your life' Independent on Sunday THE DEPRAT AFFAIR 'Immensely readable and beautifully written' Ruth
Rendell, Daily Telegraph THE DREAMER OF CALLE SAN SALVADOR A refreshing change from
"straight” history...fascinating' Daily Telegraph”

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

M ona Savoy:.

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Asit is known to usthat book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Civilization: A New History of the
Western World will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can fedl far more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It isfar from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book
with you?

Sandra Conaway:

This Civilization: A New History of the Western World is great reserve for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
withinit. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Civilization: A New
History of the Western World in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that.
S0, thisis good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Nellie Nelson:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Civilization: A New History of the Western World this guide consist alot of the
information with the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer useto explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. Thisiswhy this book appropriate all of you.

Lori Gravitt:

Y ou can get this Civilization: A New History of the Western World by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-
book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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