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Located at the crossroads of Western Asia and Eastern Europe, Georgia is a
country of rainforests and swamps, snow and glaciers, and semi-arid plains. It
has ski resorts and mineral springs, monuments and an oil pipeline. It also has
one of the longest and most turbulent histories in the Christian or Near Eastern
world, but no comprehensive, up-to-date account has been written about this
little-known country—until now. Remedying this omission, Donald Rayfield
accesses a mass of new material from recently opened archives to tell Georgia’s
absorbing story.
 
Beginning with the first intimations of the existence of Georgians in ancient
Anatolia and ending with today’s volatile President Saakashvili, Rayfield deals
with the country’s internal politics and swings between disintegration and unity,
and divulges Georgia’s complex struggles with the empires that have tried to
control, fragment, or even destroy it. He describes the country’s conflicts with
Xenophon’s Greeks, Arabs, invading Turks, the Crusades, Genghis Khan, the
Persian Empire, the Russian Empire, and Soviet totalitarianism. A wide-ranging
examination of this small but colorful country, its dramatic state-building, and its
tragic political mistakes, Edge of Empires draws our eyes to this often
overlooked nation.
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Located at the crossroads of Western Asia and Eastern Europe, Georgia is a country of rainforests and
swamps, snow and glaciers, and semi-arid plains. It has ski resorts and mineral springs, monuments and an
oil pipeline. It also has one of the longest and most turbulent histories in the Christian or Near Eastern world,
but no comprehensive, up-to-date account has been written about this little-known country—until now.
Remedying this omission, Donald Rayfield accesses a mass of new material from recently opened archives
to tell Georgia’s absorbing story.
 
Beginning with the first intimations of the existence of Georgians in ancient Anatolia and ending with
today’s volatile President Saakashvili, Rayfield deals with the country’s internal politics and swings between
disintegration and unity, and divulges Georgia’s complex struggles with the empires that have tried to
control, fragment, or even destroy it. He describes the country’s conflicts with Xenophon’s Greeks, Arabs,
invading Turks, the Crusades, Genghis Khan, the Persian Empire, the Russian Empire, and Soviet
totalitarianism. A wide-ranging examination of this small but colorful country, its dramatic state-building,
and its tragic political mistakes, Edge of Empires draws our eyes to this often overlooked nation.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Donald Rayfield’s Edge of Empires is a wonderful history of Georgia, lifting the lid on that country's torrid,
rambunctious past (and present). Impeccably researched, limpidly written and full of insight.”
(William Boyd, Books of the Year, The Guardian)

“Donald Rayfield’s panoramic Edge of Empires is an impressive work that helps us understand why this
south Caucasus nation of 6.4m people lodged in a hostile and unstable neighbourhood looks so longingly to
the West. . . . Edge of Empires is the most wide-ranging and reliable history of Georgia one is likely to find
for many years to come.”
(Tony Barber, Financial Times)

“[An] ambitious and comprehensive history of a complex country. . . . Mr. Rayfield’s powerful theme is of
brief periods of prosperity and security, ended by invasion, conquest, looting and despoliation.”
(The Economist)

 “The most comprehensive and up-to-date history of Georgia available in English. This tour de force explains
why the small south Caucasus nation looks longingly to the west. A work of consummate erudition from
Britain’s foremost expert on Georgian history and literature.”
("Books of the Year," Financial Times)

“Rayfield offers the most comprehensive and detailed survey history of the country of Georgia to date. . . .
An excellent and indispensable reference for libraries, studies, researchers, and general readers. Essential.”
(Choice)

2013 Outstanding Academic Title
(Choice magazine)

About the Author

Donald Rayfield is professor emeritus of Russian and Georgian in the Department of Russian, Queen Mary,
University of London. He is the author of Stalin and His Hangmen: The Tyrant and Those Who Killed for
Him.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia can be



great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jorge Wilson:

The book untitled Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author
will take you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Paulette Rodriguez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Edge of
Empires: A History of Georgia which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Terry Brown:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia can make you experience more
interested to read.
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