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Paula Hyman broadens and revises earlier analyses of Jewish assimilation, which
depicted “the Jews” as though they were all men, by focusing on women and the
domestic as well as the public realms. Surveying Jewish accommodations to new
conditions in Europe and the United States in the years between 1850 and 1950,
she retrieves the experience of women as reflected in their writings--memoirs,
newspaper and journal articles, and texts of speeches--and finds that Jewish
women’s patterns of assimilation differed from men’s and that an examination of
those differences exposes the tensions inherent in the project of Jewish
assimilation.

Patterns of assimilation varied not only between men and women but also
according to geographical locale and social class. Germany, France, England, and
the United States offered some degree of civic equality to their Jewish
populations, and by the last third of the nineteenth century, their relatively small
Jewish communities were generally defined by their middle-class characteristics.
In contrast, the eastern European nations contained relatively large and
overwhelmingly non-middle-class Jewish population. Hyman considers how
these differences between East and West influenced gender norms, which in turn
shaped Jewish women’s responses to the changing conditions of the modern
world, and how they merged in the large communities of eastern European
Jewish immigrants in the United States.

The book concludes with an exploration of the sexual politics of Jewish identity.
Hyman argues that the frustration of Jewish men at their “feminization” in
societies in which they had achieved political equality and economic success was
manifested in their criticism of, and distancing from, Jewish women.

The book integrates a wide range of primary and secondary sources to
incorporate Jewish women’s history into one of the salient themes in modern
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Jewish history, that of assimilation. The book is addressed to a wide audience:
those with an interest in modern Jewish history, in women’s history, and in
ethnic studies and all who are concerned with the experience and identity of Jews
in the modern world.
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Paula Hyman broadens and revises earlier analyses of Jewish assimilation, which depicted “the Jews” as
though they were all men, by focusing on women and the domestic as well as the public realms. Surveying
Jewish accommodations to new conditions in Europe and the United States in the years between 1850 and
1950, she retrieves the experience of women as reflected in their writings--memoirs, newspaper and journal
articles, and texts of speeches--and finds that Jewish women’s patterns of assimilation differed from men’s
and that an examination of those differences exposes the tensions inherent in the project of Jewish
assimilation.

Patterns of assimilation varied not only between men and women but also according to geographical locale
and social class. Germany, France, England, and the United States offered some degree of civic equality to
their Jewish populations, and by the last third of the nineteenth century, their relatively small Jewish
communities were generally defined by their middle-class characteristics. In contrast, the eastern European
nations contained relatively large and overwhelmingly non-middle-class Jewish population. Hyman
considers how these differences between East and West influenced gender norms, which in turn shaped
Jewish women’s responses to the changing conditions of the modern world, and how they merged in the
large communities of eastern European Jewish immigrants in the United States.

The book concludes with an exploration of the sexual politics of Jewish identity. Hyman argues that the
frustration of Jewish men at their “feminization” in societies in which they had achieved political equality
and economic success was manifested in their criticism of, and distancing from, Jewish women.

The book integrates a wide range of primary and secondary sources to incorporate Jewish women’s history
into one of the salient themes in modern Jewish history, that of assimilation. The book is addressed to a wide
audience: those with an interest in modern Jewish history, in women’s history, and in ethnic studies and all
who are concerned with the experience and identity of Jews in the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish
History: The Roles and Representation of Women (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies).
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish History: The Roles and Representation of
Women (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Carlo Young:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish
History: The Roles and Representation of Women (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Myron Abbott:

The book Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish History: The Roles and Representation of Women
(Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) has a lot of information on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes
some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
looking over this book.

Jeffery Fulmer:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has



been exactly added. This guide Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish History: The Roles and
Representation of Women (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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