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Since the 1960s, British progressive rock band Jethro Tull has pushed the
technical and compositional boundaries of rock music by infusing its musical
output with traditions drawn from classical, folk, jazz, and world music. The
release of Thick as a Brick (1972) and A Passion Play (1973) won the group
legions of new followers and topped the Billboard charts in the United States,
among the most unusual albums ever to do so. Tim Smolko explores the large-
scale form, expansive instrumentation, and complex arrangements that
characterize these two albums, each composed of one continuous song. Featuring
insights from Ian Anderson and in-depth musical analysis, Smolko discusses the
band's influence on popular culture and why many consider Thick as a Brick and
A Passion Play to be two of the greatest concept albums in rock history.
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Since the 1960s, British progressive rock band Jethro Tull has pushed the technical and compositional
boundaries of rock music by infusing its musical output with traditions drawn from classical, folk, jazz, and
world music. The release of Thick as a Brick (1972) and A Passion Play (1973) won the group legions of
new followers and topped the Billboard charts in the United States, among the most unusual albums ever to
do so. Tim Smolko explores the large-scale form, expansive instrumentation, and complex arrangements that
characterize these two albums, each composed of one continuous song. Featuring insights from Ian Anderson
and in-depth musical analysis, Smolko discusses the band's influence on popular culture and why many
consider Thick as a Brick and A Passion Play to be two of the greatest concept albums in rock history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[D]elves deep into the past in this new work to bring us the story of these two albums as well as a
painstaking analysis that allows us to see not only the particular genius of Tull but the important role both
records played in shaping ‘70s rock.... Smolko’s passion for the subject matter and ability to wax enthusiastic
about the smallest details makes this volume worth reading.... A volume that excites with its intelligence and
sense of observation, two of the many qualities that will actually find you giv[ing] this book more than one
read." ?PopMatters

"Tim Smolko’s book makes a significant contribution to the literature in popular music studies and
musicology. Furthermore, it is an important addition to the available literature on Jethro Tull, which?despite
their commercial success and longevity?has not been rewarded as of yet with sustained analytical study."
?Kevin Holm-Hudson, author of Genesis and The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway

"[R]ather than offering yet another biography, Smolko takes a musicological?as well as a cultural? approach
to just two of Tull’s albums […] an endorsement from such a notebale authority [as Adrian Stone-Mason]
surely makes this worth reading for those of a scholarly bent." ?Rock n' Reel

"Tim Smolko has written a book that no fan of Jethro Tull should be without, with his analysis of Thick as a
Brick and A Passion Play representing the most comprehensive yet of the music of this seminal band. His
consideration of similarities between the structure of Tull's concept albums and Monty Python skits is
especially original, and opens up a valuable avenue of inquiry into the relationship between sixties and
seventies rock and contemporary visual media." ?Edward Macan, author of Rocking the Classics: English
Progressive Rock and the Counterculture

About the Author

Tim Smolko holds master’s degrees in Musicology and in Library Science and is monographs original
cataloger at the University of Georgia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lavinia Arthur:

The e-book untitled Jethro Tull's Thick as a Brick and A Passion Play: Inside Two Long Songs (Profiles in
Popular Music) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Jethro Tull's Thick as a Brick and A Passion Play: Inside Two Long Songs (Profiles in Popular Music) from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

James Jean:

The publication with title Jethro Tull's Thick as a Brick and A Passion Play: Inside Two Long Songs
(Profiles in Popular Music) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read
this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Kathleen Duff:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is Jethro Tull's Thick as a Brick and A Passion Play: Inside Two Long Songs
(Profiles in Popular Music).

Matthew Simons:

You can obtain this Jethro Tull's Thick as a Brick and A Passion Play: Inside Two Long Songs (Profiles in
Popular Music) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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