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How did the constitutional framers envision the role of religion in American
public life? Did they think that the government had the right to advance or
support religion and religious activities? Or did they believe that the two realms
should remain forever separate? Throughout American history, scholars,
Supreme Court justices, and members of the American public have debated these
questions. The debate continues to have significance in the present day,
especially in regard to public schools, government aid to sectarian education, and
the use of public property for religious symbols.
In this book, Derek Hamilton Davis offers the first comprehensive examination
of the role of religion in the proceedings, theories, ideas, and goals of the
Continental Congress. Those who argue that the United States was founded as a
"Christian Nation" have made much of the religiosity of the founders,
particularly as it was manifested in the ritual invocations of a clearly Christian
God as well as in the adoption of practices such as government-sanctioned days
of fasting and thanksgiving, prayers and preaching before legislative bodies, and
the appointments of chaplains to the Army. Davis looks at the fifteen-year
experience of the Continental Congress (1774-1789) and arrives at a contrary
conclusion: namely, that the revolutionaries did not seek to entrench religion in
the federal state. Congress's religious activities, he shows, expressed a genuine
but often unreflective popular piety. Indeed, the whole point of the revolution
was to distinguish society, the people in its sovereign majesty, from its
government. A religious people would jealously guard its own sovereignty and
the sovereignty of God by preventing republican rulers from pretending to any
authority over religion. The idea that a modern nation could be premised on
expressly theological foundations, Davis argues, was utterly antithetical to the
thinking of most revolutionaries.
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the two realms should remain forever separate? Throughout American history, scholars, Supreme Court
justices, and members of the American public have debated these questions. The debate continues to have
significance in the present day, especially in regard to public schools, government aid to sectarian education,
and the use of public property for religious symbols.
In this book, Derek Hamilton Davis offers the first comprehensive examination of the role of religion in the
proceedings, theories, ideas, and goals of the Continental Congress. Those who argue that the United States
was founded as a "Christian Nation" have made much of the religiosity of the founders, particularly as it was
manifested in the ritual invocations of a clearly Christian God as well as in the adoption of practices such as
government-sanctioned days of fasting and thanksgiving, prayers and preaching before legislative bodies,
and the appointments of chaplains to the Army. Davis looks at the fifteen-year experience of the Continental
Congress (1774-1789) and arrives at a contrary conclusion: namely, that the revolutionaries did not seek to
entrench religion in the federal state. Congress's religious activities, he shows, expressed a genuine but often
unreflective popular piety. Indeed, the whole point of the revolution was to distinguish society, the people in
its sovereign majesty, from its government. A religious people would jealously guard its own sovereignty
and the sovereignty of God by preventing republican rulers from pretending to any authority over religion.
The idea that a modern nation could be premised on expressly theological foundations, Davis argues, was
utterly antithetical to the thinking of most revolutionaries.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Davis has produced a study, both modest and ambitious, which makes a worthy contribution to what
constitutional scholar Jack Rakove has termed 'the saga of the American search for a usable past. This is a
thoughtful contribution to the literature of original intent."-- Religious Studies
Review

"Derek H. Davis's book offers a fresh, informative account of official "American" actions and attitudes
toward religion before the implementation of the United States Constitution."--American Historical Review

"A thought-provoking reminder of a time when official churches were a part of state (but not national)
religious life and when ideas on religious liberty and federalism gave birth to the First Amendment....A
welcome, accessible addition to the literature on a perpetual issue."--Fort Worth
Star-Telegram

"An important, well-written book."--Choice

"Explores new ground on an issue that will continue to be debated."--Knight Ridder News

"An excellent historical and legal study... informative and well-argued....The author does a magnificent job
handling the inner tensions in liberal thought on the relationship between politics and religion. This
achievement alone makes this book an important contribution....The author is to be
congratulated for a significant contribution to our understanding of the original intent of the founders in
particular and of their liberal order in general."--Law and Politics Book Review

About the Author

Derek Hamilton-Davis is Director of the J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Relations at Baylor
University in Waco, Texas, which offers M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Church-State Studies. He is also the
Editor of Journal of Church and State.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Religion and the
Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.



David Chambers:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-
1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) book because this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Virginia Dunn:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Religion and
the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) suitable to
you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Religion and the
Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America)is a single of
several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will
give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with
this book.

Gene Lyons:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book Religion and
the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) we can take
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this
book Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in
America). You can more attractive than now.
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