
Rethinking Evolution in the Museum:
Envisioning African Origins (Museum
Meanings)

By Monique Scott

Rethinking Evolution in the Museum: Envisioning African Origins
(Museum Meanings) By Monique Scott

Rethinking Evolution in the Museum explores the ways diverse natural history
museum audiences imagine their evolutionary heritage. In particular, the book
considers how the meanings constructed by audiences of museum exhibitions are
a product of dynamic interplay between museum iconography and powerful
images museum visitors bring with them to the museum. In doing so, the book
illustrates how the preconceived images held by museum audiences about
anthropology, Africa, and the museum itself strongly impact the human origins
exhibition experience.

Although museological theory has come increasingly to recognize that museum
audiences ‘make meaning’ in exhibitions, or make their own complex
interpretations of museum exhibitions, few scholars have explicitly asked how.
Rethinking Evolution in the Museum, however, provides a rare window into
visitor perceptions at four world-class museums?the Natural History Museum
and Horniman Museum in London, the National Museums of Kenya in Nairobi
and the American Museum of Natural History in New York. Through rigorous
and novel mixed methods (quantitative and qualitative) covering nearly 500
museum visitors, this innovative study shows that audiences of human origins
exhibitions interpret evolution exhibitions through a profoundly complex
convergence of personal, political, intellectual, emotional and cultural
interpretive strategies.

This book also reveals that natural history museum visitors often respond to
museum exhibitions similarly because they use common cultural tools picked up
from globalized popular media circulating outside of the museum. One tool of
particular interest is the notion that human evolution has proceeded linearly from
a bestial African prehistory to a civilized European present. Despite critical
growths in anthropological science and museum displays, the outdated Victorian
progress motif lingers persistently in popular media and the popular imagination.
Rethinking Evolution in the Museum sheds light on our relationship with natural
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history museums and will be crucial to those people interested in understanding
the connection between the visitor, the museum and media culture outside of the
museum context.
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Rethinking Evolution in the Museum explores the ways diverse natural history museum audiences imagine
their evolutionary heritage. In particular, the book considers how the meanings constructed by audiences of
museum exhibitions are a product of dynamic interplay between museum iconography and powerful images
museum visitors bring with them to the museum. In doing so, the book illustrates how the preconceived
images held by museum audiences about anthropology, Africa, and the museum itself strongly impact the
human origins exhibition experience.

Although museological theory has come increasingly to recognize that museum audiences ‘make meaning’
in exhibitions, or make their own complex interpretations of museum exhibitions, few scholars have
explicitly asked how. Rethinking Evolution in the Museum, however, provides a rare window into visitor
perceptions at four world-class museums?the Natural History Museum and Horniman Museum in London,
the National Museums of Kenya in Nairobi and the American Museum of Natural History in New York.
Through rigorous and novel mixed methods (quantitative and qualitative) covering nearly 500 museum
visitors, this innovative study shows that audiences of human origins exhibitions interpret evolution
exhibitions through a profoundly complex convergence of personal, political, intellectual, emotional and
cultural interpretive strategies.

This book also reveals that natural history museum visitors often respond to museum exhibitions similarly
because they use common cultural tools picked up from globalized popular media circulating outside of the
museum. One tool of particular interest is the notion that human evolution has proceeded linearly from a
bestial African prehistory to a civilized European present. Despite critical growths in anthropological science
and museum displays, the outdated Victorian progress motif lingers persistently in popular media and the
popular imagination. Rethinking Evolution in the Museum sheds light on our relationship with natural history
museums and will be crucial to those people interested in understanding the connection between the visitor,
the museum and media culture outside of the museum context.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Monique Scott is a physical anthropologist with a specialty in museum education. She currently serves as an
evolutionary content specialist for the American Museum of Natural History’s education department.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

Here thing why that Rethinking Evolution in the Museum: Envisioning African Origins (Museum Meanings)
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Rethinking Evolution in the Museum:
Envisioning African Origins (Museum Meanings) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Rethinking Evolution in the Museum:
Envisioning African Origins (Museum Meanings). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Rethinking Evolution in the
Museum: Envisioning African Origins (Museum Meanings) in e-book can be your option.

Christy McCurry:

The book Rethinking Evolution in the Museum: Envisioning African Origins (Museum Meanings) will bring
you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Rethinking Evolution in the
Museum: Envisioning African Origins (Museum Meanings) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Orville Norman:

The e-book with title Rethinking Evolution in the Museum: Envisioning African Origins (Museum
Meanings) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.



Alma Driver:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Rethinking Evolution in the Museum: Envisioning African Origins
(Museum Meanings) this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this
book acceptable all of you.
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