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Same-Sex Love in India presents a stunning array of writings on same-sex love
from over 2000 years of Indian literature. Translated from more than a dozen
languages and drawn from Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, and modern fictional
traditions, these writings testify to the presence of same-sex love in various forms
since ancient times, without overt persecution. This collection defies both
stereotypes of Indian culture and Foucault's definition of homosexuality as a
nineteenth-century invention, uncovering instead complex discourses of Indian
homosexuality, rich metaphorical traditions to represent it, and the use of names
and terms as early as medieval times to distinguish same-sex from cross-sex love.
An eminent group of scholars have translated these writings for the first time or
have re-translated well-known texts to correctly make evident previously
underplayed homoerotic content. Selections range from religious books, legal
and erotic treatises, story cycles, medieval histories and biographies, modern
novels, short stories, letters, memoirs, plays and poems. From the Rigveda to
Vikram Seth, this anthology will become a staple in courses on gender and queer
studies, Asian studies, and world literature.
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Same-Sex Love in India presents a stunning array of writings on same-sex love from over 2000 years of
Indian literature. Translated from more than a dozen languages and drawn from Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim,
and modern fictional traditions, these writings testify to the presence of same-sex love in various forms since
ancient times, without overt persecution. This collection defies both stereotypes of Indian culture and
Foucault's definition of homosexuality as a nineteenth-century invention, uncovering instead complex
discourses of Indian homosexuality, rich metaphorical traditions to represent it, and the use of names and
terms as early as medieval times to distinguish same-sex from cross-sex love. An eminent group of scholars
have translated these writings for the first time or have re-translated well-known texts to correctly make
evident previously underplayed homoerotic content. Selections range from religious books, legal and erotic
treatises, story cycles, medieval histories and biographies, modern novels, short stories, letters, memoirs,
plays and poems. From the Rigveda to Vikram Seth, this anthology will become a staple in courses on
gender and queer studies, Asian studies, and world literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This remarkable volume brings together an encyclopedic collection of writings on the subjects of love
between women and love between men in India from ancient times to the present.” —Lillian Faderman,
author of To Believe in Women: What Lesbians Have Done for America--A History

“This enchanting collection is a tribute to an ancient civilization which has always cherished love that defies
conventional ideas of sanity and normality.” —Ashis Nandy, author, The Intimate Enemy, Center for the
Study of Developing Societies, Delhi.

“...an extremely useful compilation of material on same-sex love in India, accompanied by insightful
analyses of contemporary social mores at the time that the poems, stories and novels were written.” —India
Today

About the Author
RUTH VANITA is Associate Professor of Women's Studies at the University of Montana.

SALEEM KIDWAI is a translator, writer, and consultant living in New Delhi.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian
Literature is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Hector Naranjo:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, typically the book you have read is Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature.



Jeremy Robinson:

Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Same-Sex Love in India:
Readings in Indian Literature yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial considering.

Margo Soares:

The book untitled Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author.
The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
examine.
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