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Soft power has become avery popular concept in international affairs, appearing
in government policy papers, academic discussions, and the popular media. In
China, soft power has become one of the most frequently used phrases among
political leaders, leading academics, and journalists. Defined against hard power,
which often involves threat and coercion, soft power applies attraction,
persuasion, and cooperation, finding its sourcesin culture, political values, and
foreign policies. China, rich in culture and traditional philosophy, boasts
abundant sources of soft power. Soft Power attempts to analyze the domestic and
international views of China's soft power, the main strengths and weaknesses of
China's soft power, and the application of soft power in Chinas international
politics. It provides a comprehensive exploration of the soft power dimensionin
Chinasforeign relations by integrating views from various disciplines, such as
history, education, culture, political economy, comparative politics, and
philosophy. The book argues that soft power has become a very popular concept
in China, that Chinais contemplating and exploring an innovative strategy in its
rise and international politics, and that there have been quite afew notable
elements of thisin China's diplomatic practice, including softer rhetoric,
promotion of the Chinese culture abroad, economic diplomacy, and image
building. The book also argues that the limitations of China's soft power
primarily stem from political values and China's own transitions, and reflects the
reality that views and opinions regarding China's soft power are fairly diverse
both in Chinaand in the international arena.
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Soft power has become avery popular concept in international affairs, appearing in government policy
papers, academic discussions, and the popular media. In China, soft power has become one of the most
frequently used phrases among political |eaders, leading academics, and journalists. Defined against hard
power, which often involves threat and coercion, soft power applies attraction, persuasion, and cooperation,
finding its sourcesin culture, political values, and foreign policies. China, rich in culture and traditional
philosophy, boasts abundant sources of soft power. Soft Power attempts to analyze the domestic and
international views of China's soft power, the main strengths and weaknesses of China's soft power, and the
application of soft power in China'sinternational politics. It provides a comprehensive exploration of the soft
power dimension in China's foreign relations by integrating views from various disciplines, such as history,
education, culture, political economy, comparative politics, and philosophy. The book argues that soft power
has become a very popular concept in China, that Chinais contemplating and exploring an innovative
strategy in its rise and international politics, and that there have been quite a few notable elements of thisin
China's diplomatic practice, including softer rhetoric, promotion of the Chinese culture abroad, economic
diplomacy, and image building. The book also argues that the limitations of China's soft power primarily
stem from political values and China's own transitions, and reflects the reality that views and opinions
regarding China's soft power are fairly diverse both in Chinaand in the international arena.
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Editorial Review

Review

Looking critically and carefully at the concept 'soft power,' this book pulls together the views of leading
scholars to show the ways in which China can—and cannot—exercise soft power asit risesin Asiaand the
world. Thisisareally smart take on acomplicated topic. Highly recommended. (Joseph Fewsmith, Boston
University)

Soft Power takes on one of the most important questions of this century: What is China's rightful place in the
international system? This edited volume brings together essays by highly knowledgeable scholars,
addressing key issues of China's emerging soft power. The contributors identify sources and constraints of
China's soft power, while showing how China has perceived its soft power and how China's soft power has
been perceived by other powersin Asia. It provides a unique angleto look into China's rise and its
consequences. (Zheng Y ongnian, director, East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore, director,
East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore)

Thisisthefirst systematic and scholarly evaluation of China's soft power~it is an informed and nuanced
corrective to previous sensationalistic journalistic assessments. It is recommended reading for al interested
in thisimportant dimension of Chinasrisein world affairs. (David Shambaugh, The George Washington
University and The Brookings Institution)

At aconference in Singapore held in October 2007, several academics debated the rise of China. From these
conference proceedings, Mingjiang Li edited a volume on Chinese soft power based on Joseph Nye's theory
introduced in 1990. According to Nye, soft power is a strategy for a country to gain its objectives without
coercion or payments, but with attraction founded on culture, political values, and legitimate and moral
foreign policy. (Journal of Chinese Political Science)

About the Author

Mingjiang Li isassistant professor and coordinator of both the China Program and the Master of Science
program in Asian studies at the S. Rgjaratnam School of International Studies at Nanyang Technological
University in Singapore.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shirley Glover:

This Soft Power: China's Emerging Strategy in International Politics book isjust not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usualy
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This particular Soft Power: China's Emerging Strategy in International Politics
without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Soft Power: China's Emerging Strategy in International Politics can bring if you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even phone. This Soft Power: China's Emerging Strategy in International Politics having good arrangement



in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Suzanne Cicero:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be alife style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Soft Power: China's Emerging Strategy in
International Politicsis kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joseph Haner:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to doisjust spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Soft Power: China's Emerging Strategy in International
Politics. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Andrew Hulbert:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Soft Power: China's Emerging Strategy in International Politics we can take more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Soft Power:
China's Emerging Strategy in International Poalitics. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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