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In counterterrorism circles, the standard response to questions about the
possibility of future attacks is the terse one-liner: “Not if, but when.” This mantra
supposedly conveys a realistic approach to the problem, but, as Joseba Zulaika
argues in Terrorism, it functions as a self-fulfilling prophecy. By distorting
reality to fit their own worldview, the architects of the War on Terror prompt the
behavior they seek to prevent—a twisted logic that has already played out
horrifically in Iraq. In short, Zulaika contends, counterterrorism has become
pivotal in promoting terrorism.

Exploring the blind spots of counterterrorist doctrine, Zulaika takes readers on a
remarkable intellectual journey. He contrasts the psychological insight of Truman
Capote’s In Cold Blood with The 9/11 Commission Report, plumbs the mindset
of terrorists in works by Orianna Fallaci and Jean Genet, maps the continuities
between the cold war and the fight against terrorism, and analyzes the case of a
Basque terrorist who tried to return to civilian life. Zulaika’s argument is
powerful, inventive, and rich with insights and ideas that provide a new and
sophisticated perspective on the War on Terror.
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In counterterrorism circles, the standard response to questions about the possibility of future attacks is the
terse one-liner: “Not if, but when.” This mantra supposedly conveys a realistic approach to the problem, but,
as Joseba Zulaika argues in Terrorism, it functions as a self-fulfilling prophecy. By distorting reality to fit
their own worldview, the architects of the War on Terror prompt the behavior they seek to prevent—a
twisted logic that has already played out horrifically in Iraq. In short, Zulaika contends, counterterrorism has
become pivotal in promoting terrorism.

Exploring the blind spots of counterterrorist doctrine, Zulaika takes readers on a remarkable intellectual
journey. He contrasts the psychological insight of Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood with The 9/11
Commission Report, plumbs the mindset of terrorists in works by Orianna Fallaci and Jean Genet, maps the
continuities between the cold war and the fight against terrorism, and analyzes the case of a Basque terrorist
who tried to return to civilian life. Zulaika’s argument is powerful, inventive, and rich with insights and ideas
that provide a new and sophisticated perspective on the War on Terror.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a brilliant book - a rich and insightful theoretical analysis. Zulaika presents an in-depth critical and
cultural deconstruction of what terrorism means symbolically, how it is used in political discourse, and how
it is applied by the U.S. government as a means of manufacturing consent for violent policies of
counterterrorism." - Jeffrey Sluka, author of Death Squad"

About the Author

Joseba Zulaika is professor of Basque studies and codirector of the Center for Basque Studies at the
University of Nevada, Reno. He is the author or coauthor of many books, including Terror and Taboo: The
Follies, Fables, and Faces of Terrorism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Brummitt:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Terrorism: The Self-Fulfilling Prophecy? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Dennis Bryant:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Terrorism: The Self-
Fulfilling Prophecy book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Roxanne Harrelson:

The book Terrorism: The Self-Fulfilling Prophecy will bring that you the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Terrorism: The Self-Fulfilling Prophecy is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.



Fred Musso:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Terrorism: The Self-Fulfilling
Prophecy e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Terrorism: The Self-
Fulfilling Prophecy as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.
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