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'What is the basic building block of the universe?' Thales of Miletus was the first
to ask this fundamental, yet to be answered, question in the sixth century B.C.
This book offers an in-depth account of the answers he gave and of his adventure
into many areas of learning: philosophy, science, mathematics and astronomy.
Thales proved that the events of nature were comprehensible to man and could be
explained without the intervention of mythological beings. Henceforth they
became subject to investigation, experiment, questioning and discussion.
Presenting for the first time in the English language a comprehensive study of
Thales of Miletus, Patricia O'Grady brings Thales out of pre-Socratic shadows
into historical illumination and explores why this historical figure has proved to
be of lasting significance.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... a substantial achievement... a compelling case for Thales to be regarded as a worthy founding father of
Western philosophy.' Analytic Teaching 'The strength of O'Grady's book is its comprehensiveness; nothing
relevant to Thales and his legend is left out, and much that is arcane is included... It is the only book-length
treatment of Thales, and will likely remain so. It contains flashes of new information and interpretations of
familiar material. The bibliography is weighted toward English, but is catholic in subject matter, and itself is
an impressive contribution. For such solid reasons scholars should welcome this book.' Journal of the History
of Philosophy 'Chapter Eight, New Ideas about the Cosmos, is outstanding. Here the author paints an
inspiring portrait of Thales as the first astronomical scientist... Thales' achievements, which come alive
through O'Grady's comprehensive and sympathetic presentation, are ample justification for calling him the
first ancient Greek scientist and philosopher'. Prudentia '... interesting to anyone studying the emergence of
scientific thought.' Isis

About the Author
Patricia F. O'Grady, Flinders University of South Australia, Australia

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

With other case, little persons like to read book Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and
Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important some sort of book Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western
Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Arielle Griffin:

This Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series)
book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of
Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series) without we comprehend teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Thales of Miletus: The
Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series) can bring whenever you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even phone. This Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western
Philosophy Series) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel



uninterested in reading.

William Grant:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western
Philosophy Series).

Valentin Gonzalez:

The book untitled Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western
Philosophy Series) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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