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This concise but authoritative history coversimportant trends and eventsin U.S.
constitution history, encompassing key Supreme Court and lower court cases.
The volume begins by discussing the English and colonial origins of American
constitutionalism. Following an analysis of the American revolution's meaning
for congtitutional history, the text traces the Constitution's evolution from the
Early Republic to the present day.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thethird edition of Michael Les Benedict’'s The Blessings of Liberty is atreasure. Clearly written and easy
to understand, the text takes us from the English roots of American constitutionalism to 2016. Taking the
approach of the modern constitutional historian, Benedict plunges us into the controversies relevant to the
formation and implementation of the Constitution of 1787 and its amendments, providing the necessary
political, social, and economic context that accompanied the development of American constitutional law. |
wish there were more undergraduate courses in constitutional history, so that more students could read this
book. But we could all benefit by reading it." (Maeva Marcus, Director, Institute for Constitutional History,
The New-Y ork Historical Society and The George Washington University Law School)

"Thereis no better introduction to constitutional history than The Blessings of Liberty. Learned, clearly
written, up to date on recent scholarship, the book is essentia reading for anyone seeking to understand this
crucia subject.” (Eric Foner, Columbia University)

"I am astounded by Les Benedict’s ability to compress the story of American constitutional

devel opment—which he rightly treats as requiring far more than simply knowledge of Supreme Court
decisions—into arelatively short and readable volume (that, in addition, contains extremely helpful
bibliographies). | will certainly strongly recommend it to any of my own law students in need of the kind of
overview that he so well provides." (Sanford Levinson, author of An Argument Open to All: Reading the
Federalist in the 21st Century)

About the Author
Michael Les Benedict isaprominent American historian who taught at Ohio State University from 1970
until his retirement in 2005.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Danny Nehring:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Blessings of Liberty: A Concise History of the Constitution of the
United States. Try to make the book The Blessings of Liberty: A Concise History of the Constitution of the
United States as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
of course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Sheila Nathan:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you



can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Blessings of
Liberty: A Concise History of the Constitution of the United States? Maybe it isto become best activity for
you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Bruce Parisien:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual isyou don't know what type you should start with. This The Blessings of
Liberty: A Concise History of the Constitution of the United States is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era

Charles Adams:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Blessings of Liberty: A Concise History of the
Congtitution of the United States can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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