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Perfume has always been an exclusive industry, from its early days with France
quickly claiming the title as the premier centre of the perfume industry to the
current multi-million dollar industry retaining its image of luxury and glamour.
In The Essence of Perfume the story of perfume, from ancient Egypt where the
fragrance Kypi induced mass surrender when it was offered in worship to the sun
god, through the rivalry between Coco Chanel and Elsa Schiaparelli, and up to
modern day celebrity fragrances, is told by the world expert in perfume.

Roja Dove is without doubt the world’s leading fragrance authority. Described
not only as a perfume historian but also a storyteller, Dove’s genuine passion and
often risqué wit are infused within the pages of this authoritative guide to the
world of perfume. The book includes chapters encompassing the social and
scientific history of scent. Our sense of smell is discussed, focusing on how it has
evolved and why we respond to odors in the way we do. The birth of the modern
perfume industry is outlined, looking into society’s attitude to fragrance and the
progress towards perfumery as we know it. The techniques involved in the
process of making perfume are detailed including the methods of extraction used
to obtain the essential oils that form the building blocks of perfumery.
Furthermore, the raw materials of perfume and their olfactory qualities are
explored, leading onto how a perfumer constructs a fragrance and the principle
styles and strengths of fragrance that are created.

Dove then goes on to look at the great creations in perfumery from 1889, decade
by decade with descriptions and their socio-economical context. The perfumers
and the stories behind the houses are discussed revealing the characters that have
revolutionized the industry, told with Roja’s knowledge and humor. In a
beautifully photographic section the bottles and the crystal houses are explored
with the iconic bottles they produced. Roja also looks towards the future of the
perfume industry and how celebrities, and their fans, have influenced this.
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Perfume has always been an exclusive industry, from its early days with France quickly claiming the title as
the premier centre of the perfume industry to the current multi-million dollar industry retaining its image of
luxury and glamour. In The Essence of Perfume the story of perfume, from ancient Egypt where the
fragrance Kypi induced mass surrender when it was offered in worship to the sun god, through the rivalry
between Coco Chanel and Elsa Schiaparelli, and up to modern day celebrity fragrances, is told by the world
expert in perfume.

Roja Dove is without doubt the world’s leading fragrance authority. Described not only as a perfume
historian but also a storyteller, Dove’s genuine passion and often risqué wit are infused within the pages of
this authoritative guide to the world of perfume. The book includes chapters encompassing the social and
scientific history of scent. Our sense of smell is discussed, focusing on how it has evolved and why we
respond to odors in the way we do. The birth of the modern perfume industry is outlined, looking into
society’s attitude to fragrance and the progress towards perfumery as we know it. The techniques involved in
the process of making perfume are detailed including the methods of extraction used to obtain the essential
oils that form the building blocks of perfumery. Furthermore, the raw materials of perfume and their
olfactory qualities are explored, leading onto how a perfumer constructs a fragrance and the principle styles
and strengths of fragrance that are created.

Dove then goes on to look at the great creations in perfumery from 1889, decade by decade with descriptions
and their socio-economical context. The perfumers and the stories behind the houses are discussed revealing
the characters that have revolutionized the industry, told with Roja’s knowledge and humor. In a beautifully
photographic section the bottles and the crystal houses are explored with the iconic bottles they produced.
Roja also looks towards the future of the perfume industry and how celebrities, and their fans, have
influenced this.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Fragrance fans will find heaven within the pages of this beautifully illustrated book…Delicious." Grazia

"Professeur de parfums Roja Dove has siphoned his encyclopedic knowledge of all things perfume into a
coffee table-worthy volume." Vogue USA

About the Author

Roja Dove is the world’s leading authority on fragrance. He began his career at Guerlain and 6 years later
was bestowed the title of ‘Professeur de Parfums'. Roja is a perfumer and creates his own bespoke fragrances
for an exclusive clientele in addition to running The Roja Dove Haute Parfumerie in Harrods. He has written
for Vanity Fair, The Sunday Times and Wallpaper and has lectured around the world including the V&A.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cora Conte:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Essence of Perfume. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book The Essence of Perfume.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Kayla France:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The Essence of Perfume.

Joan Morris:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just



spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Essence of Perfume. This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Betty Patton:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
The Essence of Perfume. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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