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Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past
centuries, it was the lure of gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers,
merchant-adventurers, and conquerors from afar. In modern times, the focus of
attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable minerals.

Land was another prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern Africa
for vital grain shipments to feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed
in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region. More recently, foreign
corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies needed
abroad, just as the Romans did.

In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes
of Africa over a period of 5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the
rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the spread of Christianity and
Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits of explorers and
missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He examines, too, the fate
of modern African states and concludes with a glimpse of their future.

His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords,
dictators, and many other legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of
the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man the world has ever known.
“I speak of Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” This is history on
an epic scale.
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Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past centuries, it was the lure of
gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchant-adventurers, and conquerors from afar. In
modern times, the focus of attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable minerals.

Land was another prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern Africa for vital grain shipments to
feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region.
More recently, foreign corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies needed abroad,
just as the Romans did.

In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of
5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the
spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits of explorers and
missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states
and concludes with a glimpse of their future.

His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords, dictators, and many other
legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man
the world has ever known. “I speak of Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” This is history on
an epic scale.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Even the longtime specialist is likely to learn lots of things because of the extraordinary amount of ground
the author covers.”—Howard French, The Wall Street Journal

“Mr Meredith artfully weaves together exploration, trade and geography in a narrative that is both detailed
and arresting… [he] leaves the reader bursting with a wealth of facts”—The Economist

“This is the new standard against which future histories will be considered.”—Publishers Weekly starred
review

“A gripping tale of insatiable greed—personal and collective.”—Booklist, starred review

“[A] broad-ranging history of Africa from the age of the pharaohs to the present, with a solid emphasis on
economics…richly detailed…a useful study.”—Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

Martin Meredith is a journalist, biographer, and historian who has written extensively on Africa and its
recent history. His previous books include Mandela, Mugabe, Diamonds, Gold, and War, Born in Africa, and
The Fate of Africa. He lives near Oxford, England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth,
Greed, and Endeavor. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important some sort of book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and
Endeavor. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Nancy Sena:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable



resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of
Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor as the daily resource information.

Patsy Phan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth,
Greed, and Endeavor can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Effie Steger:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this modern era
like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor when you essential it?
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