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“The Peter Principle has cosmic implications.”
—New York Times

Back in 1969, Lawrence J. Peter created a cultural phenomenon  with his
brilliant, outrageous, hilarious, and all-too-true treatise on business and life, The
Peter Principle—and his words and theories are as true today as they were then.
By posing—and answering—the eternal question, “Why do things always go
wrong?” Peter explores the incompetence that runs so rampant through our
society, our workplace, and our world in an outrageously funny yet honest and
eye-opening manner. With a new foreword by Robert I. Sutton, bestselling author
of The No Asshole Rule, this twenty-first century edition of Peter’s classic is set
to shake up the business world all over again.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The Peter Principle has cosmic implications.” (The New York Times)

“Ruefully delightful ... excruciatingly applicable—and fun to read” (Playboy)

“[The Peter Principle] has struck a throbbing public nerve... a minor cultural phenomenon and its title phrase,
like Parkinson’s Law, is certain to enter the language.” (Life magazine)

From the Back Cover

The classic #1 New York Times bestseller that answers the age-old question
Why is incompetence so maddeningly rampant and so vexingly triumphant?

The Peter Principle, the eponymous law Dr. Laurence J. Peter coined, explains that everyone in a
hierarchy—from the office intern to the CEO, from the low-level civil servant to a nation’s president—will
inevitably rise to his or her level of incompetence. Dr. Peter explains why incompetence is at the root of
everything we endeavor to do—why schools bestow ignorance, why governments condone anarchy, why
courts dispense injustice, why prosperity causes unhappiness, and why utopian plans never generate utopias.

With the wit of Mark Twain, the psychological acuity of Sigmund Freud, and the theoretical impact of Isaac
Newton, Dr. Laurence J. Peter and Raymond Hull’s The Peter Principle brilliantly explains how
incompetence and its accompanying symptoms, syndromes, and remedies define the world and the work we
do in it.

About the Author

Laurence J. Peter was born in Canada and received an EdD from Washington State University. An
experienced teacher, counselor, school psychologist, prison instructor, consultant, and university professor,
he wrote articles for many journals and magazines as well as several books. He died in 1990.

Raymond Hull wrote many stage plays as well as articles for Punch, Maclean’s, and Esquire. He died in
1985.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book The Peter Principle: Why Things Always Go Wrong seemed to



be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book The Peter Principle: Why Things Always Go Wrong is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book The Peter Principle: Why Things
Always Go Wrong. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Tara Carlson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Peter Principle: Why Things Always Go Wrong.

Bonita Crist:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Peter Principle: Why Things Always
Go Wrong guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Peter Principle: Why Things
Always Go Wrong as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can
break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Viola Ball:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is known as of book The Peter Principle: Why Things Always Go Wrong. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier
to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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