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The Wind in the Willows is a classic of children's literature by Kenneth
Grahame, first published in 1908. Alternately slow moving and fast paced, it
focuses on four anthropomorphised animal characters in a pastoral version of
England. The novel is notable for its mixture of mysticism, adventure, morality,
and camaraderie and celebrated for its evocation of the nature of the Thames
valley.

In 1908 Grahame retired from his position as secretary of the Bank of England.
He moved back to Cookham, Berkshire, where he had been brought up and spent
his time by the River Thames doing much as the animal characters in his book
do—namely, as one of the most famous phrases from the book says, "simply
messing about in boats"—and wrote down the bed-time stories he had been
telling his son Alistair.

The Wind in the Willows was in its thirty-first printing when then-famous
playwright, A. A. Milne, who loved it, adapted a part of it for stage as Toad of
Toad Hall in 1929.

The book includes original illustrations by Paul Bransom, an active/navigable
table of contents, and a Free Audiobook link for download (which can be
downloaded using a PC/Mac) at the end of the book.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Inspired by correspondence from Wind in the Willow's author Kenneth Grahame to his young son, award-
winning illustrator Michael Foreman took up paint and brush to follow Mole, Ratty, Mr. Badger, and Toad
through another edition of this well-loved kids classic.

Grahame's time-honored story, an adventure-filled idyll that meanders across a lovingly described English
countryside, cemented its status as a masterpiece generations ago. But this newest edition adds some
noteworthy extras: the unabridged text includes two chapters that don't appear in some modern versions
("The Pipers at the Gates of Dawn" and "Wayfarers All"), and the book closes with reproductions of two of
Grahame's actual letters to his son Alistair ("My darling Mouse") in 1907, written on ornate, old-timey
stationery from two Cornwall hotels and recounting one of Toad's first adventures (which Toad fans will
recognize as the train-assisted escape of a certain "washerwoman").

These inclusions alone might merit a new edition, but Foreman's illustrations stand shoulder to shoulder with
those of previous Winds artists (among them Ernest Shepard, the original illustrator, and Arthur Rackham,
both of whom Foreman modestly stands "in awe" of). The lively, full-color illustrations appear generously
throughout the book, as they convincingly capture both the story's small moments (like the washerwoman's
weeping, for one) and more explosive events (like the storming of Toad Hall). (All ages) --Paul Hughes

From Publishers Weekly
Mary Jane Begin illustrates the classic story of Mole, Badger, Rat and Toad, The Wind in the Willows by
Kenneth Grahame. Each chapter opens with a vignette and includes a full-page painting of a dramatic
moment in the proceedings. All ages.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3 Up-Here, Grahame's text is profusely illustrated with small decorative drawings and watercolors, as
well as panoramic spreads and bordered full-page pictures. The watercolors are often dominated by blues
and greens, creating a sense of the river and countryside. Overall, Foreman's visual treatment is lighthearted,
whimsical, and spirited. Some pictures are quite comical, such as a sobbing Mr. Toad after he receives a
much-deserved tongue-lashing from Badger and Mr. Toad crooning his "last little song" to a set of empty
chairs. Others are full of energy, movement, and drama such as scenes of the attack on Toad Hall. The
endpapers are designed as maps of the countryside. Information about the author and his most famous work
is included, as are reprints of the four letters sent to the author's son, which began the tales, and photographs
of father and son. The combination of this timeless story and Foreman's dynamic pictures is sure to be a hit.
Both this version and the one illustrated by Mary Jane Begin (North-South, 2002) are attractive and
appealing, but libraries that can only afford one should consider Foreman's offering.
Heide Piehler, Shorewood Public Library, WI
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Brandon Francis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Helen Woodson:

This book untitled The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Jeffrey Blough:

This The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Wind in the
Willows (Illustrated) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Louis Ono:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Wind in the Willows
(Illustrated) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book
and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that
the book The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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