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The 108 pieces in the international bestseller Who Ordered This Truckload of
Dung? offer thoughtful commentary on everything from love and commitment to
fear and pain. Drawing from his own life experience, as well as traditional
Buddhist folk tales, author Ajahn Brahm uses over thirty years of spiritual
growth as a monk to spin delightful tales that can be enjoyed in silence or read
aloud to friends and family.

Featuring titles such as "The Two-Finger Smile" and "The Worm and His Lovely
Pile of Dung," these wry and witty stories provide playful, pithy takes on the
basic building blocks of everyday life. Suitable for children, adults, and anyone
in between, this eloquent volume wraps insight and inspiration inside of a good
old yarn.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
More than statistics and theories, we really trust anecdotes and narratives. Our brains and beings are wired to
learn deeply and easily via stories, and this splendid collection of 108 Buddhist-based tales proves the point
with lasting, gentle, pervasive teachings. Brahm, a former Cambridge University theoretical physics scholar,
was ordained in Bangkok at age 23 and spent nine subsequent years in forest meditation under Venerable
Ajahn Chah. He is now an abbot and spiritual director of the Buddhist Society of Western Australia. In the
dozen compelling and practical sections on topics like perfection, love, commitment, fear, pain, anger,
forgiveness, happiness, freedom and humility, he weaves a long, rich tapestry of understanding using short
threads of stories only a couple of pages long. Many tales lead one to the other, but each also stands alone.
Resurrecting several "chestnuts" as well as crafting new stories, Brahm avoids the pitfall of esoteric,
inscrutable renderings sometimes found in Buddhist writing. Instead, without compromising integrity, he
favors modern cadences and references (e.g., iPods and the World Wildlife Fund) to make the stories sail
along. Especially resonant if slowly savored, this is a wonderful collection that can be enjoyed by a broad
audience. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"One of The Best Spiritual Books of 2005... Entertaining and spiritually edifying; the author has a fine sense
of humor and these tales are sure to speak to your condition. While savoring them, we realized that the
author has given it everything that he has, and the end result is a volume brimming with humor, humanity,
and good will." (Spirituality and Health / Spirituality and Practice)

"Ajahn Brahm spins a good yarn--108 of them here--drawing on teaching stories he heard as a student of
Ajahn Chah, one of the great masters of the Thai forest tradition, and on personal anecdotes from his more
than thirty years as a Buddhist monk. Ajahn Brahm is originally from London, and his working-class humor
and cockney turns of phrase can be charming. Between the classical Buddhist stories and the homespun
advice, you'll get a good sense of who this teacher is, and why so many people are drawn to hear him speak
about Theravada Buddhism." (Shambhala Sun)

"More than statistics and theories, we really trust anecdotes and narratives. Our brains and beings are wired
to learn deeply and easily via stories, and this splendid collection of 108 Buddhist-based tales proves the
point with lasting, gentle, pervasive teachings. Brahm, a former Cambridge University theoretical physics
scholar, was ordained in Bangkok at age 23 and spent nine subsequent years in forest meditation under
Venerable Ajahn Chah. He is now an abbot and spiritual director of the Buddhist Society in Western
Australia. In the dozen compelling and practical sections on topics like perfection, love, commitment, fear,
pain, anger, forgiveness, happiness, freedom and humility, he weaves a long, rich tapestry of understanding
using short threads of stories only a couple of pages long. Many tales lead one to the other, but each also
stands alone. Resurrecting several 'chestnuts' as well as crafting new stories, Brahm avoids the pitfall of
esoteric, inscrutable renderings sometimes found in Buddhist writing. Instead, without compromising
integrity, he favors modern cadences and references (e.g., iPods and the World Wildlife Fund) to make the
stories sail along. Especially resonant if slowly savored, this is a wonderful collection that can be enjoyed by
a broad audience." (Publishers Weekly)

"Masterly storytelling and Dharma teaching, beautifully and effectively combined. The tales are at times



hilarious, at times poignant; often both." (Larry Rosenberg, Senior Teacher, Insight Meditation Center and
Cambridge Insight Meditation Center, and author of Breath by Breath)

"This is a book that is destined to become dog-earred and cherished and read aloud to one's friends and
family. It will fall apart from your attention, I promise you! It's crammed with pithy, modern 'Buddhist Tales
of Happiness' that cleverly relate the wisdom of Buddha's teachings in a poignant, funny, and profound way."
(Mandala)

"Ajahn Brahm is one teacher one can never be bored listening to. His talks on Buddhism in Malaysia and
Singapore have always attracted record crowds. Newcomers to Buddhism are always fascinated by how he
easily he is able to explain difficult concepts in ordinary language the mind can grasp. [He has become] the
great storyteller...What we have here is a collection of 108 stories and anecdotes comprising the best of
Ajahn Brahm's inspirational tales. ...Many stories in this volume are true-to-life tales that help us to develop
a deeper understanding of mindfulness, compassion, and wisdom. Indeed, after reading the book, I believe
we will all open the doors of our hearts to more goodness, kindness, and happiness." (Eastern Horizon)

"Ajahn Brahm follows in the widespread tradition of turning to stories--some folk tales, some personal
experiences--to teach life's most important lessons. What's remarkable about this collection is that whether
he is relating a tale about painful emotions, difficult relationships (including with ourselves), or even going
through airport security, he touches on the universals of human experience with wisdom and wit so that we
may confront our foibles with disarmingly gentle humor." (Jean Smith, author of NOW!, and editor of 365
Zen)

"Ajahn Brahm is a happy, wise and inspiring man. My Mum, a devout Anglican, says Who Ordered This
Truckload of Dung? is so good she takes it to bed with her each night!" (Rachel Green, communication
specialist and Emotional Intelligence coach)

About the Author
Ajahn Brahmavamso Mahathera (known to most as Ajahn Brahm), born Peter Betts in London in 1951, is a
Theravada Buddhist monk. Ajahn Brahm grew up in London and earned a degree in Theoretical Physics
from Cambridge University. Disillusioned with the world of academe, he trained as a monk in the jungles of
Thailand under Ajahn Chah. A monk for over thirty years, Ajahn Brahm is a revered spiritual guide and the
abbot of Bodhinyana Monastery, in Serpentine, Western Australia-one of the largest monasteries in the
southern hemisphere. He is also the Spiritual Director of the Buddhist Society of Western Australia, and
spiritual adviser and inspiration for Buddhist centers throughout Asia and Australia. His winning
combination of wit and wisdom makes his books bestsellers in many languages, and on his teaching tours
Brahm regularly draws multinational audiences of thousands.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Denise Dennis:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Who Ordered This Truckload of



Dung?: Inspiring Stories for Welcoming Life's Difficulties to read.

John Keys:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Who Ordered This
Truckload of Dung?: Inspiring Stories for Welcoming Life's Difficulties book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Harvey Sanchez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Who Ordered
This Truckload of Dung?: Inspiring Stories for Welcoming Life's Difficulties suitable to you? The book was
written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Who Ordered This Truckload of Dung?: Inspiring
Stories for Welcoming Life's Difficultiesis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Yolanda Nitta:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Who Ordered
This Truckload of Dung?: Inspiring Stories for Welcoming Life's Difficulties, you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
reserve.
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