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As richly complex and brutal as the terrain it depicts, here is the mesmerizing,
darkly original novel that heralded the arrival of Dennis Lehane, the master of the
new noir—and introduced Patrick Kenzie and Angela Gennaro, his smart and
tough private investigators weaned on the blue-collar streets of Dorchester.

A cabal of powerful Boston politicians is willing to pay Kenzie and Gennaro big
money for a seemingly small job: to find a missing cleaning woman who stole
some secret documents. As Kenzie and Gennaro learn, however, this crime is no
ordinary theft. It's about justice, about right and wrong. But in Boston, finding
the truth isn't just a dirty business . . . it's deadly.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Lehane's assured debut avoids several common first-mystery flaws before stalling on a less ordinary one.
Patrick Kenzie and Angela Gennaro, two young, smart-mouthed Boston PIs, are hired by a trio of prominent
macho politicians to find a State House cleaning woman who may have purloined some important
"documents." The pair quickly learns that Jenna Angeline has no documents. She does have a son and a
husband who lead rival black street gangs, an angry sister and a photo of one of the pols with her husband in
a hotel room. While helping Patrick, Jenna is gunned down in a hail of Uzi fire; gang war is quickly
declared, and the two detectives aim for a plan that will avenge the innocent and punish the guilty. Lehane
leaps right into the action; more gradually, we learn about Pat's abusive father, Angie's abusive husband and
the attraction smoldering between the two principals. The light tone and whipsaw banter, however, can't
carry the pace when the action later slows in this mystery that starts with a bang and goes on shooting-but
doesn't hit the bull's eye.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this first novel, set in Boston, violence swirls around narrator Patrick Kenzie and partner Angleo Gennaro.
This intrepid investigative duo are hired by two state senators to locate a black cleaning woman who filched
several sensitive "documents." They find her easily enough, but the items she took, which point to child
prostitution and political corruption, cause gang warfare and murder. Lehane's minimal use of literary
references helps establish character, as do his frequent allusions to child abuse and wife battering. Rough and
tumble action for a high energy, likable pair.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Newcomer Lehane shows plenty of promise in his first book about a PI duo from the mean streets of Boston.
Play-rough, talk-tough Patrick Kenzie and smart, feisty Angie Gennaro don't take no lip from nobody when
they're on a hot case, and their latest is hot all right. When two well-known U.S. senators ask Patrick and
Angie to recover some confidential documents they believe were stolen from their office by cleaning woman
Jenna Angeline, the detectives think their job will be a piece of cake: find the woman, tell the senators where
she is, and let them take it from there. But of course, the case isn't that easy, and before they're finished,
Patrick and Angie tackle gang warfare, corruption, prostitution, blackmail, and murder. Lehane offers slick,
hip, sparkling dialogue that's as good as it gets, a plot that rockets along at warp speed, and the wonderfully
original, in-your-face crime-solving duo of Kenzie and Dimassi. A terrific first novel and, one hopes, the
beginning of a superb series. Emily Melton

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adrian Kester:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled A Drink Before the War: A Novel (Patrick Kenzie and

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Angela Gennaro Series). Try to make the book A Drink Before the War: A Novel (Patrick Kenzie and
Angela Gennaro Series) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Anna Lewis:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book A Drink Before the War: A Novel (Patrick Kenzie and
Angela Gennaro Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book A Drink Before the War: A Novel (Patrick Kenzie and Angela Gennaro
Series). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Jeannine Ricks:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The A Drink Before the War: A Novel (Patrick Kenzie and Angela Gennaro Series) provide you with a
new experience in looking at a book.

Cynthia Necaise:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this A Drink Before the War: A Novel (Patrick Kenzie and Angela Gennaro Series) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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