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Chess Openings Can Be Simple! Because of the sheer volume of variations,
possible transpositions and ever-changing theory, chess openings can be
overwhelming – even intimidating. This book is an introduction to understanding
and playing chess openings. The author, Danish Master Carsten Hansen, stresses
opening play based on comprehending opening principles as well as useful,
fundamental knowledge. With an overview of all the most important opening
variations, examples of good and bad opening play, opening traps and problems
to solve, chess openings and its major principles are covered thoroughly. Many
games are lost as a result of a player’s poor grasp of even the most basic
principles of opening play. This book will help you enhance your understanding
and give you guidelines on how to best study and play chess openings, reaching
good, playable middlegame positions.
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changing theory, chess openings can be overwhelming – even intimidating. This book is an introduction to
understanding and playing chess openings. The author, Danish Master Carsten Hansen, stresses opening play
based on comprehending opening principles as well as useful, fundamental knowledge. With an overview of
all the most important opening variations, examples of good and bad opening play, opening traps and
problems to solve, chess openings and its major principles are covered thoroughly. Many games are lost as a
result of a player’s poor grasp of even the most basic principles of opening play. This book will help you
enhance your understanding and give you guidelines on how to best study and play chess openings, reaching
good, playable middlegame positions.
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Editorial Review

Review
From an Amazon.com review:

"Carsten Hansen's book on the opening demonstrates why he writes the review on opening books for Chess
Cafe. Basic opening principles, the center openings for e4 and d4 are covered. Examples of the basic
openings, the first few moves and the basic plans and strategies are given. Good information for selecting an
opening for further study. Next the flank openings are described. Carsten does a bang-up job here. As a life
long English player he is at home in sharing the plans and strategies with us. Additional guidelines for
selecting books on our chosen opening are a great finishing touch. Strongly recommended."
From Sean Marsh, Marsh Towers:
"This is a good, solid guide to the basics of all chess openings. It would suit adult club players who are
making their first explorations into the scary world of chess theory."
From Dennis Monokroussos, The Chess Mind:
"It's not perfect, but what chess book is? ?There are a number of slightly surprising omissions and places
where I'd disagree with Hansen's evaluations, but generally speaking that's just shop talk among FMs. For
the intended audience, these details aren't of much (any?) significance. I think the book is a little too
sophisticated for someone who really is a near-beginner, but for players rated around 1100-1400 (give or
take a bit) it could be very useful, and I can recommend it to players in that range."

From the Author
When I started playing chess I was relying on an opening book by the late Danish Grandmaster and World
Championship candidate, Bent Larsen. In that book, he discussed basic chess opening principles, how to play
the opening, development of the pieces. The last part of the book he devoted to a very brief overview of all
openings. Not an in-depth, detailed description of all lines, but just enough to get you an idea what the
openings are about.

That book was the model I used when writing this book. The opening overview can possible seem
overwhelming to some and to little for others. If you as reader feel it is overwhelming, then remember this:
you do not need to know all of this, not even close. I have provided the overview for you to figure out which
positions you like and which you don't like as much. When you have determined which openings you like,
build your chess opening repertoire around these and study those openings more carefully.
If you on the other hand, feel that it is not detailed enough, you need to jump forward to building your
opening repertoire and work with books that are more advanced that this one.
I hope you will enjoy this book and let it help you in your first steps into the exciting world of chess
openings. 

About the Author
Carsten Hansen is an experienced coach as well as both a FIDE Master and a certified FIDE Trainer. He has
authored 15 books all phases of the game, but is particularly recognized as an expert on the opening phase of
the game.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kim Scott:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Back to Basics: Openings (ChessCafe Back to Basics
Chess Series). Try to make the book Back to Basics: Openings (ChessCafe Back to Basics Chess Series) as
your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

William Petterson:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Back to Basics: Openings (ChessCafe Back to Basics
Chess Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Roger Hodge:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top record in your reading list will be Back to Basics: Openings (ChessCafe Back to Basics
Chess Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Lawrence Wilson:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Back to Basics: Openings (ChessCafe Back
to Basics Chess Series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book
and go through it. Beside that the book Back to Basics: Openings (ChessCafe Back to Basics Chess Series)
can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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