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Buddhism and Postmodernity is a response to some of the questions that have
emerged in the process of Buddhism's encounters with modernity and the West.
Jin Y. Park broadly outlines these questions as follows: first, why are the
interpretations and evaluations of Buddhism so different in Europe (in the
nineteenth century), in the United States (in the twentieth century), and in
traditional Asia; second, why does Zen Buddhism, which offers a radically
egalitarian vision, maintain a strongly authoritarian leadership; and third, what
ethical paradigm can be drawn from the Buddhist-postmodern form of
philosophy? Park argues that, as unrelated as these questions may seem, the
issues that have generated them are related to perennial philosophical themes of
identity, institutional power, and ethics, respectively. Each of these themes
constitutes one section of Buddhism and Postmodernity. Park discusses the three
issues in the book through the exploration of the Buddhist concepts of self and
others, language and thinking, and universality and particularities. Most of this
discussion is drawn from the East Asian Buddhist traditions of Zen and Huayan
Buddhism in connection with the Continental philosophies of postmodernism,
hermeneutics, and deconstruction. Self-critical from both the Buddhist and
Western philosophical perspectives, Buddhism and Postmodernity points the
reader toward a new understanding of Buddhist philosophy and offers a
Buddhist-postmodern ethical paradigm that challenges normative ethics of
metaphysical traditions.
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Buddhism and Postmodernity is a response to some of the questions that have emerged in the process of
Buddhism's encounters with modernity and the West. Jin Y. Park broadly outlines these questions as follows:
first, why are the interpretations and evaluations of Buddhism so different in Europe (in the nineteenth
century), in the United States (in the twentieth century), and in traditional Asia; second, why does Zen
Buddhism, which offers a radically egalitarian vision, maintain a strongly authoritarian leadership; and third,
what ethical paradigm can be drawn from the Buddhist-postmodern form of philosophy? Park argues that, as
unrelated as these questions may seem, the issues that have generated them are related to perennial
philosophical themes of identity, institutional power, and ethics, respectively. Each of these themes
constitutes one section of Buddhism and Postmodernity. Park discusses the three issues in the book through
the exploration of the Buddhist concepts of self and others, language and thinking, and universality and
particularities. Most of this discussion is drawn from the East Asian Buddhist traditions of Zen and Huayan
Buddhism in connection with the Continental philosophies of postmodernism, hermeneutics, and
deconstruction. Self-critical from both the Buddhist and Western philosophical perspectives, Buddhism and
Postmodernity points the reader toward a new understanding of Buddhist philosophy and offers a Buddhist-
postmodern ethical paradigm that challenges normative ethics of metaphysical traditions.
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Editorial Review

Review
Jin Y. Park's work is a major achievement of phenomenological hermeneutics. It is indeed of exceptional
quality which is capacious and deep in scope, lucid and erudite in style, and poignant and engaging in
argumentation. Park is at ease with surfing the ineffable and seemingly contradictory expressions of Zen
Buddhism and with scaling the rugged terrains of postmodern thought. Park's most creative, incisive, and
discerning moments are found in her very attempt to transversalize the borders of Eastern Buddhism and
Western philosophy both modern and postmodern. To put it simply, it is intercultural and interdisciplinary. I
find that her appropriation of postmodern philosophy in Merleau-Ponty, Heidegger, Derrida, and Lyotard is
judicious and discriminating. Among the notable features of Park's work is a singularly prominent place of
Korean Buddhism, the 'Zen hermeneutics' of language, silence and violence, and most importantly her
ambitious and promising vision of creating a new paradigm of ethics at the crossroads of Buddhism and
postmodern philosophy. (Hwa Yol Jung, Moravian College)

Buddhism and Postmodernity is a fascinating journey into the field of Buddhist philosophy. Jin Park
skillfully negotiates a variety of discourses including Buddhist studies, feminism, and postmodernism. She
masterfully unmasks prejudices about Buddhist traditions and their alleged lack of propensity for systematic
thought, and presents a convincing case for a Zen ethics by demonstrating affinities between Zen and
deconstruction. Her mastery of the material is impressive, her sketch of Zen philosophy visionary. For
everyone with interest in Buddhism and/or postmodernism, Buddhism and Postmodernity is a must-read.
(Gereon Kopf, Luther College)

...Admirably concise and yet complex... Professor Park carefully exemplifies her own conclusions regarding
the centrifugal potentials of Buddhist thought and practice by offering us clearly presented prospects on a
yet-to-come ethics of non-dual interdependence. The wide ambitions of Buddhism and Postmodernity are
skillfully threaded together through recurring contrasts of centripetal/centrifugal and
hermeneutical/existential dynamics at play both historically and philosophically, in the West and its
encounters with Buddhism, and in the global transit from modernity to postmodernity . . . Buddhism and
Postmodernity raises important questions, opening promising avenues for further conversation. (Sophia,
November 2009)

The dialogue between Buddhism and postmodernity is one of the most exciting developments in
contemporary philosophy, with important implications for ethics. Jin Y. Park's insightful study of their
relationship is grounded in a deep understanding and appreciation of both traditions. Her book is a welcome
addition to the growing literature. (David R. Loy, Xavier University)

Review
"Jin Y. Park's work is a major achievement of phenomenological hermeneutics. It is indeed of exceptional
quality which is capacious and deep in scope, lucid and erudite in style, and poignant and engaging in
argumentation. Park is at ease with surfing the ineffable and seemingly contradictory expressions of Zen
Buddhism and with scaling the rugged terrains of postmodern thought. Park's most creative, incisive, and
discerning moments are found in her very attempt to transversalize the borders of Eastern Buddhism and
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judicious and discriminating. Among the notable features of Park's work is a singularly prominent place of



Korean Buddhism, the 'Zen hermeneutics' of language, silence and violence, and most importantly her
ambitious and promising vision of creating a new paradigm of ethics at the crossroads of Buddhism and
postmodern philosophy."
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addition to the growing literature."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Buddhism and Postmodernity: Zen, Huayan, and the
Possibility of Buddhist Postmodern Ethics as the daily resource information.

Dale Winsett:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled Buddhism and Postmodernity: Zen, Huayan, and the Possibility of
Buddhist Postmodern Ethics can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Vincent Mireles:

Precisely why? Because this Buddhism and Postmodernity: Zen, Huayan, and the Possibility of Buddhist
Postmodern Ethics is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.



Wilma Richards:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Buddhism and Postmodernity: Zen,
Huayan, and the Possibility of Buddhist Postmodern Ethics.
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