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By its very nature the clown, as represented in art, is an interdisciplinary
phenomenon. In whichever artform it appears - fiction, drama, film, photography
or fine art - it carries the symbolic association of its usage in popular culture, be
it ritual festivities, street theatre or circus. The clown, like its extended family of
fools, jesters, picaros and tricksters, has a variety of functions all focussed around
its status and image of being "other." Frequently a marginalised figure, it
provides the foil for the shortcomings of dominant discourse or the absurdities of
human behaviour. Clowns, Fools and Picaros represents the latest research on the
clown, bringing together for the first time studies from four continents: Europe,
America, Africa and Asia. It attempts to ascertain commonalities, overlaps and
differences between artistic expressions of the "clownesque" from these various
continents and genres, and above all, to examine the role of the clown in our
cultures today. This volume is of interest for scholars of political and comic
drama, film and visual art as well as scholars of comparative literature and
anthropology. David Robb is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Languages,
Literatures and Performing Arts at the Queen's University of Belfast. He
developed an interest in theatrical clowning while researching his PhD on the
East Berlin cabaret duo Wenzel & Mensching, who integrated aspects of
commedia dell'arte into their political song act. David Robb's book Zwei Clowns
im Lande des verlorenen Lachens: Das Liedertheater Wenzel & Mensching was
published in 1998. He is a specialist in German political song and has recently
published the book Protest Song in East and West Germany since the 1960s. He
is also an experienced songwriter and performing musician.
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By its very nature the clown, as represented in art, is an interdisciplinary phenomenon. In whichever artform
it appears - fiction, drama, film, photography or fine art - it carries the symbolic association of its usage in
popular culture, be it ritual festivities, street theatre or circus. The clown, like its extended family of fools,
jesters, picaros and tricksters, has a variety of functions all focussed around its status and image of being
"other." Frequently a marginalised figure, it provides the foil for the shortcomings of dominant discourse or
the absurdities of human behaviour. Clowns, Fools and Picaros represents the latest research on the clown,
bringing together for the first time studies from four continents: Europe, America, Africa and Asia. It
attempts to ascertain commonalities, overlaps and differences between artistic expressions of the
"clownesque" from these various continents and genres, and above all, to examine the role of the clown in
our cultures today. This volume is of interest for scholars of political and comic drama, film and visual art as
well as scholars of comparative literature and anthropology. David Robb is a Senior Lecturer in the School
of Languages, Literatures and Performing Arts at the Queen's University of Belfast. He developed an interest
in theatrical clowning while researching his PhD on the East Berlin cabaret duo Wenzel & Mensching, who
integrated aspects of commedia dell'arte into their political song act. David Robb's book Zwei Clowns im
Lande des verlorenen Lachens: Das Liedertheater Wenzel & Mensching was published in 1998. He is a
specialist in German political song and has recently published the book Protest Song in East and West
Germany since the 1960s. He is also an experienced songwriter and performing musician.
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Editorial Review

Review
[a] facinating book this book s strength is to be found in its multi-dimensional, multi-role, identity in:
Dramatherapy, Vol. 30, No 2, Autumn 2008"

About the Author
David Robb is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Languages, Literatures and Performing Arts at the Queen s
University of Belfast. He developed an interest in theatrical clowning while researching his PhD on the East
Berlin cabaret duo Wenzel & Mensching, who integrated aspects of commedia dell arte into their political
song act. David Robb s book Zwei Clowns im Lande des verlorenen Lachens: Das Liedertheater Wenzel &
Mensching was published in 1998. He is a specialist in German political song and has recently published the
book Protest Song in East and West Germany since the 1960s. He is also an experienced songwriter and
performing musician."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Cromwell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Clowns, Fools and Picaros: Popular Forms in Theatre, Fiction and
Film. (At the Interface / Probing the Boundaries). Try to stumble through book Clowns, Fools and Picaros:
Popular Forms in Theatre, Fiction and Film. (At the Interface / Probing the Boundaries) as your good friend.
It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Josephine McIntire:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Clowns, Fools and Picaros: Popular
Forms in Theatre, Fiction and Film. (At the Interface / Probing the Boundaries) is simple bringing you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kevin Loesch:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can



have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Clowns, Fools and Picaros:
Popular Forms in Theatre, Fiction and Film. (At the Interface / Probing the Boundaries) which is getting the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Mary Bradford:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Clowns, Fools and Picaros: Popular Forms in Theatre, Fiction and Film. (At the
Interface / Probing the Boundaries) can make you feel more interested to read.
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