
Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700

By Elisabeth de Bièvre

Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700 By Elisabeth de Bièvre

Traditionally Dutch art is seen and presented as a coherent phenomenon—the
product of state formation in the late 16th century. Elisabeth de Bièvre challenges
this view and its assumptions in a radical new account. Arguing that the Dutch
Golden Age was far from unified, de Bièvre exposes how distinct geographical
circumstances and histories shaped each urban development and, in turn,
fundamentally informed the art and visual culture of individual cities.
 
In seven chapters, each devoted to a single city, the book follows the growth of
Amsterdam, Delft, Dordrecht, Haarlem, Leiden, The Hague, and Utrecht over the
course of five centuries. By embracing the full gamut of art and architecture and
by drawing on the records of town histories and the writings of contemporary
travelers, de Bièvre traces the process by which the visual culture of the
Netherlands emerged to become the richest, most complex material expression in
Europe, capturing the values of individuals, corporate entities, and whole cities.
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Traditionally Dutch art is seen and presented as a coherent phenomenon—the product of state formation in
the late 16th century. Elisabeth de Bièvre challenges this view and its assumptions in a radical new account.
Arguing that the Dutch Golden Age was far from unified, de Bièvre exposes how distinct geographical
circumstances and histories shaped each urban development and, in turn, fundamentally informed the art and
visual culture of individual cities.
 
In seven chapters, each devoted to a single city, the book follows the growth of Amsterdam, Delft,
Dordrecht, Haarlem, Leiden, The Hague, and Utrecht over the course of five centuries. By embracing the full
gamut of art and architecture and by drawing on the records of town histories and the writings of
contemporary travelers, de Bièvre traces the process by which the visual culture of the Netherlands emerged
to become the richest, most complex material expression in Europe, capturing the values of individuals,
corporate entities, and whole cities.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Sumptuously produced and illustrated to Yale University Press’s customary high standards, the books
would be welcome simply as a splendid guide to Dutch urban histories, complete with maps, photographs
and topographical views of the many surviving architectural sights and monuments. But de Bievre’s purpose
is more ambitious… by drawing out the character of each place she deepens our understanding and enriches
our appreciation of the astonishing range of art it helped to create.”—Celina Fox, Art Quarterly
(Celina Fox Art Quarterly 2015-12-01)

About the Author

Elisabeth de Bièvre is an independent scholar who has taught at the University of East Anglia Norwich, the
University of California, Los Angeles, and University College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carla Floyd:

This Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700 book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700 without we realize teach the one who studying it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700 can
bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700 having very
good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Beth Kelly:

Why? Because this Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700 is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.



Julie Moore:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700 this book consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Kim Free:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book Dutch Art and Urban Cultures, 1200–1700. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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