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First Step is an elementary Chinese textbook for students with no previous
background in the language. Focusing on the basics of modern Chinese phonetics
and grammatical structure, the book uses everyday topics to help students
establish a solid foundation in the Chinese language.

The textbook, which includes color illustrations, contains thirty lessons, each of
which can be covered in a week's worth of classes. Each lesson features a lively
dialogue or a short essay, representing a real-life situation, which is then
followed by vocabulary lists and grammar notes. Explanatory notes on Chinese
culture and customs are also provided. The companion workbook for First Step is
sold separately and includes comprehensive exercises and character writing
sheets with information on the stroke orders of newly introduced characters. Free
online audio files, accessible on smartphones, tablets, and laptops, allow students
to listen to First Step dialogues and practice their pronunciation at their leisure.
This vital audio supplement gives students the chance to learn Chinese intonation
with greater accuracy.

First Step provides students with the necessary tools to begin practical daily
communication in Chinese.

Emphasis is on basic grammar structure and principles●

Textbook features both traditional and simplified characters, pinyin, and●

English translation
Perforated workbook (which is sold separately) facilitates easy handling of●

homework
Free audio recordings of dialogues and other content available online●

Appropriate for college and high school students●
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First Step is an elementary Chinese textbook for students with no previous background in the language.
Focusing on the basics of modern Chinese phonetics and grammatical structure, the book uses everyday
topics to help students establish a solid foundation in the Chinese language.

The textbook, which includes color illustrations, contains thirty lessons, each of which can be covered in a
week's worth of classes. Each lesson features a lively dialogue or a short essay, representing a real-life
situation, which is then followed by vocabulary lists and grammar notes. Explanatory notes on Chinese
culture and customs are also provided. The companion workbook for First Step is sold separately and
includes comprehensive exercises and character writing sheets with information on the stroke orders of
newly introduced characters. Free online audio files, accessible on smartphones, tablets, and laptops, allow
students to listen to First Step dialogues and practice their pronunciation at their leisure. This vital audio
supplement gives students the chance to learn Chinese intonation with greater accuracy.

First Step provides students with the necessary tools to begin practical daily communication in Chinese.

Emphasis is on basic grammar structure and principles●

Textbook features both traditional and simplified characters, pinyin, and English translation●

Perforated workbook (which is sold separately) facilitates easy handling of homework●

Free audio recordings of dialogues and other content available online●

Appropriate for college and high school students●
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

"First Step is the most recent step in the wonderful Y. R. Chao tradition of teaching Chinese language to
speakers of English. It begins with essential foundation work in pronunciation, then offers simple, natural,
and witty dialogues, followed by tight, clear explanations of grammar, notes on culture, introductions to
reading and writing--in both simplified and traditional characters--and a comprehensive set of exercises. It is
everything one could want in a first-year textbook."--Perry Link, University of California, Riverside

"C. P. Chou and his colleagues have produced a much-needed textbook for all those who truly wish to learn
Chinese well. First Step masterfully balances dialogues, texts, grammar, and exercises to help students
achieve accuracy and fluency, as well as linguistic competence and cultural awareness. Its contents are
intimately relevant to campus life and daily situations, and both the textbook and workbook supplements are
easy to use and extremely helpful. Continuing the great tradition started by Y. R. Chao more than seventy
years ago, First Step provides a clear path to building solid Chinese skills."--Lening Liu, Columbia
University

"I am impressed by this textbook's practical approach, its contemporary and colloquial feel, the variety of
exercises included, and the detailed grammatical explanations in each lesson. The authors use current
vocabulary and grammatical structures throughout, and their experience shines through. This book is a great
addition to the field."--Baozhang He, College of the Holy Cross

"Like all the other Chinese-language textbooks produced over the years by C. P. Chou and his capable
colleagues and collaborators, this is a work of extremely high quality. No one in the field of Chinese
pedagogy can rival Chou's skill, expertise, and experience. First Step is an outstanding, student-friendly
primer of beginning Chinese."--James M. Hargett, University at Albany, State University of New York

"An excellent textbook for this level of Chinese instruction, First Step reveals the authors' experience,
knowledge, and thoroughness in teaching this difficult language."--Qiusha Ma, Oberlin College

"The materials in this book are up-to-date, bold, and lively. Professors, teachers, and instructors will find
First Step both useful and a source of inspiration."--Yin Chong (Zhuang Yan), Boston University

About the Author
Chih-p'ing Chou is professor of East Asian studies at Princeton University and director of the university's
Chinese language and Princeton in Beijing programs. Jing Wang is senior lecturer in Chinese at Princeton.
Jun Lei is a former lecturer in Chinese at Princeton.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Tuggle:

In other case, little folks like to read book First Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese (The



Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important the book First Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern
Chinese (The Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Margarita Culbertson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important usually. The book First Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern
Chinese (The Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese) has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve First
Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese) is
not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book First Step: An
Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese). You never
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Lynn Bailey:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated this for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive
improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we
give you this specific First Step: An Elementary Reader for Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language
Program: Modern Chinese) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Donald White:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This First Step: An Elementary Reader for
Modern Chinese (The Princeton Language Program: Modern Chinese) can be the response, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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