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Fiction plays a vital role in describing history and transmitting culture. How
writers understand and use history can play an equally important role in how they
navigate a novel. This book explores the nature of the author’s relationship with
history and fiction – often using writers’ own words – as well as the role history
plays in fiction.
Focusing on genre fiction, this study considers key issues in the relationship
between history and fiction, such as how writers contextualise the history they
use in their fiction and how they incorporate historical research. The book also
addresses the related topic of world building using history, discussing the
connections between the science fiction writers’ notion of world building and the
scholarly understanding of story space and explaining the mechanics of
constructing the world of the novel. This book places the writing of fiction into a
wider framework of history and writing and encourages dialogue between writers
and historians.
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Fiction plays a vital role in describing history and transmitting culture. How writers understand and use
history can play an equally important role in how they navigate a novel. This book explores the nature of the
author’s relationship with history and fiction – often using writers’ own words – as well as the role history
plays in fiction.
Focusing on genre fiction, this study considers key issues in the relationship between history and fiction,
such as how writers contextualise the history they use in their fiction and how they incorporate historical
research. The book also addresses the related topic of world building using history, discussing the
connections between the science fiction writers’ notion of world building and the scholarly understanding of
story space and explaining the mechanics of constructing the world of the novel. This book places the
writing of fiction into a wider framework of history and writing and encourages dialogue between writers
and historians.
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Editorial Review

Review
«This study will be an essential read for genre scholars, but the accessible writing style extends its appeal
beyond academic circles. Historical novelists can consult it for deeper insight into their own writing and
research choices, while anyone curious about how authors bring the past to life through fiction will come
away with considerable knowledge of what goes into the crafting of the novels they enjoy»
(Sarah Johnson, Historical Novels Review November 2016)

About the Author
Gillian Polack is a writer, editor, historian and critic based at the Australian National University. Her main
research interests are cultural development and transmission in both the Middle Ages and the contemporary
period. She has published several novels and seventeen short stories and has edited two anthologies. One of
her stories won a Victorian Ministry of the Arts award and three more have been listed as recommended
reading in the international lists of world’s best fantasy and science fiction short stories. Her non-fiction
includes work on historiography, the Middle Ages, Arthurian studies and literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Cash:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know what one you should start with. This History and Fiction: Writers, their Research, Worlds and Stories
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Catherine Benavidez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is actually History and Fiction: Writers, their Research, Worlds and Stories.

Michele Sexton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't



work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be History and Fiction: Writers, their Research, Worlds and
Stories why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kenneth Sigler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra History and Fiction: Writers, their
Research, Worlds and Stories.
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