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Winner of the Bancroft Prize: Through a gripping narrative based on
massive new research, a leading historian reshapes our understanding of the
Civil War.

Our standard Civil War histories tell a reassuring story of the triumph, in an
inevitable conflict, of the dynamic, free-labor North over the traditional, slave-
based South, vindicating the freedom principles built into the nation's
foundations.

But at the time, on the borderlands of Pennsylvania and Virginia, no one
expected war, and no one knew how it would turn out. The one certainty was that
any war between the states would be fought in their fields and streets.

Edward L. Ayers gives us a different Civil War, built on an intimate scale. He
charts the descent into war in the Great Valley spanning Pennsylvania and
Virginia. Connected by strong ties of every kind, including the tendrils of
slavery, the people of this borderland sought alternatives to secession and war.
When none remained, they took up war with startling intensity. As this book
relays with a vivid immediacy, it came to their doorsteps in hunger, disease, and
measureless death. Ayers's Civil War emerges from the lives of everyday people
as well as those who helped shape history?John Brown and Frederick Douglass,
Lincoln, Jackson, and Lee. His story ends with the valley ravaged, Lincoln's
support fragmenting, and Confederate forces massing for a battle at Gettysburg.
27 illustrations, 1 map
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Edward L. Ayers gives us a different Civil War, built on an intimate scale. He charts the descent into war in
the Great Valley spanning Pennsylvania and Virginia. Connected by strong ties of every kind, including the
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Editorial Review

Review
“Ayers unfolds this historical process with penetrating analysis and relevant quotations, emphasizing the
anxiety, excitement, and misery...the war provoked.” (Gilbert Taylor - Booklist)

“This original and gracefully written work, based on exhaustive primary research, should be required reading
for Civil War enthusiass and scholars alike.” (John Carver - Library Journal)

“A movingly human chronicle [of]...the transformation by civil war of two groups of Americans.”
(Richmond Times-Dispatch)

About the Author
Edward L. Ayers is a leading historian of the Civil War and the author of In the Presence of Mine Enemies,
winner of the Bancroft Prize. He is president emeritus of the University of Richmond.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Finch:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll, shopping,
or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed In the Presence of Mine
Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart of America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow Project)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Nicol Thomas:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be smart in getting
any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book can help folks out
of this uncertainty Information particularly this In the Presence of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart
of America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow Project) book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Bernadine Parker:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or



picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled In the Presence of Mine Enemies: The
Civil War in the Heart of America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow Project) can be excellent book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Jo Jordan:

In the Presence of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart of America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow
Project) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because
this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into joy arrangement in writing In the Presence of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart of
America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow Project) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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