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Lost in Transition tells the story of the "lost generation" that came of age in
Japan's deep economic recession in the 1990s. The book argues that Japan is in
the midst of profound changes that have had an especially strong impact on the
young generation. The country's renowned "permanent employment system" has
unraveled for young workers, only to be replaced by temporary and insecure
forms of employment. The much-admired system of moving young people
smoothly from school to work has frayed. The book argues that these changes in
the very fabric of Japanese postwar institutions have loosened young people's
attachment to school as the launching pad into the world of work and loosened
their attachment to the workplace as a source of identity and security. The
implications for the future of Japanese society - and the fault lines within it -
loom large.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Mary Brinton's book tells a fascinating story of high school graduates who get lost in the transition from
school to work. It provides a compelling account of an important failing in the Japanese system. Yet this is
more than just a book on contemporary Japan. The book also reveals the tensions that any society faces when
an economic structure changes. Brinton's book will be of great value to anyone interested in labor market
adjustments in advanced industrial democracies. Brinton's first-rate scholarship combines rigorous empirical
analysis with vivid personal narratives. This book sets a new standard for studies of labor market
adjustments."
Margarita Estévez-Abe, Syracuse University

"In this volume, Mary Brinton gives us a penetrating analysis of young Japanese who are "lost" in transition
to adulthood. Her extensive research skillfully uncovers how they have lost "social locations" called "ba" and
vividly reveals what it means in the context of their lives. The book enables us to accurately grasp the deep
turmoil, anxiety, and social dislocation that has swept through Japan over the past two decades."
Takehiko Kariya, University of Oxford

"Brinton, who is well known for her earlier work on women in the Japanese labor market, brings the same
compassion and insight to her analysis of how young men are faring as they navigate their transition into a
post-industrial job market that has made the institutions that helped their parents' generation increasingly
dysfunctional and irrelevant. Her data-rich depiction of how this old system used formal ties between schools
and employers to help young people quickly find a new corporate home, or "ba", combined with her profiles
of several young men coping with a much more fluid labor market today, shows how the cultural context in
which people live can complicate the process of institutional change."
Leonard Schoppa, University of Virginia

"Mary Brinton's study of Japan's lost generation of young people is a must-read for Japan specialists and will
also help other social scientists understand the social and cultural context that has shaped Japan's response to
the economic challenges facing all post-industrial societies. Brinton traces a broad social and historical
context to show how the rigidity of some existing institutional structures and social expectations, coupled
with the unraveling of others, suddenly reduced the ability of ordinary, non-elite young Japanese men to find
stable employment after high school graduation, with profound ramifications for their lives. Using a broad
array of both qualitative and quantitative data, informed by sound sociological theory and a sympathetic
understanding of Japan, she explores the deep changes that are reshaping the Japanese society we thought we
knew."
Patricia G. Steinhoff, University of Hawaii

"Mary C. Brinton's Lost in Transition: Youth, Work, and Instability in Postindustrial Japan focuses on one of
the most important social changes of the beginning of the 21st century in Japan ... Long envious of Japan's
famed social stability and its assumed relation to economic success, the international community had been
for the most part unaware of the highly orchestrated nature of this stability, including the complex
relationships and political-economic contexts that made it possible. What the author of Lost in Transition
brings to our attention in excellent quantitative and qualitative detail is how this system functioned and the
effects upon the "nonelite" student population most disadvantaged by its unraveling."



Andrea G. Arai, Journal of Sociology

About the Author
Mary C. Brinton is Reischauer Institute Professor of Sociology at Harvard University. She has also held
professorships at the University of Chicago and Cornell University. She is the author of Women and the
Economic Miracle: Gender and Work in Postwar Japan, the editor of Women's Working Lives in East Asia,
and the co-editor of The Declining Significance of Gender? Her work has appeared frequently in journals,
including the American Journal of Sociology, the American Sociological Review, and Sociology of
Education.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Bly:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Lost in Transition: Youth, Work, and Instability in
Postindustrial Japan book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Danilo Ernest:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Lost
in Transition: Youth, Work, and Instability in Postindustrial Japan your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get just before. The Lost in Transition: Youth, Work, and Instability in Postindustrial Japan
giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information
for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jeffrey Channell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Lost in Transition: Youth, Work, and Instability in Postindustrial Japan why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.



Amanda Young:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the book Lost in Transition: Youth, Work, and Instability in
Postindustrial Japan to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Lost in Transition: Youth, Work, and Instability in Postindustrial
Japan can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
these time.
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