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I Guess I’m Not a Very Good Christian . . . Do you feel like: I don’t pray enough
I don’t read my Bible enough I don’t share my faith enough I don’t love God
enough I’m not committed enough I’m not spiritual enough Then this book is for
you. Messy Spirituality was written for the silent majority of us who have been
convinced that we just don’t do Christianity right. We spend most of our lives
worried about what we don’t do instead of what we have done, focused on our
imperfections instead of God’s fondness for the imperfect. Why? Because we’ve
been bombarded with books, tapes, talks, seminars, and movies convincing us
that real Christianity is all about perfection. Michael Yaconelli dares to suggest
that imperfection, infiniteness, and messiness are, in fact, the earmarks of true
Christianity; that real Christianity is messy, erratic, lopsided . . . and gloriously
liberating. What if genuine faith begins with admitting we will never have our act
completely together? Maybe messy disciples are exactly the kind of imperfect
people Jesus came to earth for and whose company he actually enjoyed--and still
enjoys. If you want to find Jesus today, look for him in the midst of burned-out
believers, moral misfits, religious incompetents . . . men and women whose lives
are, well, messy. Messy Spirituality is a strong antidote for the spiritual
perfectionism in us all. Here are truths that can cut you loose from the tyranny of
ought-to’s and open your eyes to the deep spirituality of being loved,
shortcomings and all, by the God who meets you and transforms you in the midst
of a messy and unpredictable life.
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I Guess I’m Not a Very Good Christian . . . Do you feel like: I don’t pray enough I don’t read my Bible
enough I don’t share my faith enough I don’t love God enough I’m not committed enough I’m not spiritual
enough Then this book is for you. Messy Spirituality was written for the silent majority of us who have been
convinced that we just don’t do Christianity right. We spend most of our lives worried about what we don’t
do instead of what we have done, focused on our imperfections instead of God’s fondness for the imperfect.
Why? Because we’ve been bombarded with books, tapes, talks, seminars, and movies convincing us that real
Christianity is all about perfection. Michael Yaconelli dares to suggest that imperfection, infiniteness, and
messiness are, in fact, the earmarks of true Christianity; that real Christianity is messy, erratic, lopsided . . .
and gloriously liberating. What if genuine faith begins with admitting we will never have our act completely
together? Maybe messy disciples are exactly the kind of imperfect people Jesus came to earth for and whose
company he actually enjoyed--and still enjoys. If you want to find Jesus today, look for him in the midst of
burned-out believers, moral misfits, religious incompetents . . . men and women whose lives are, well,
messy. Messy Spirituality is a strong antidote for the spiritual perfectionism in us all. Here are truths that can
cut you loose from the tyranny of ought-to’s and open your eyes to the deep spirituality of being loved,
shortcomings and all, by the God who meets you and transforms you in the midst of a messy and
unpredictable life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Yaconelli has an annoying habit of speaking the truth. As an author, he changed the face of youth ministry
over the past three decades with his honest approach to the challenges of today's youth. As former editor of
The Wittenberg Door (now simply The Door), he and his staff humorously challenged what they saw as the
church's many hypocrisies and inconsistencies. Here, Yaconelli explores the perfectionism that plagues so
many in the church, an examination that is both challenging and deeply personal. He does an excellent job of
naming some of the unspoken assumptions in today's church context, arguing, for example, that the church
"has communicated that competence is one of the fruits of the Spirit." But even more effective are his vivid
stories, where he gives blood and flesh to the idea of grace lost and found again in the church. The power of
these stories makes the book reminiscent of Philip Yancey's What's So Amazing About Grace?, but
Yaconelli's stories are more personal, many coming from his own congregation. His honest reflections on his
own frustrations and deep feelings of inadequacy are unusual for a book about Christian spirituality. While
he seeks to connect with and help Christians who feel secretly ashamed about their lack of discipleship, he
may lose some readers who feel uncomfortable with such levels of honesty. Those who persevere will
discover a wonderful treasure.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
Yaconelli has an annoying habit of speaking the truth. As an author, he changed the face of youth ministry
over the past three decades with his honest approach to the challenges of today's youth. As former editor of
The Wittenberg Door (now simply The Door), he and his staff humorously challenged what they saw as the
church's many hypocrisies and inconsistencies. Here, Yaconelli explores the perfectionism that plagues so
many in the church, an examination that is both challenging and deeply personal. He does an excellent job of
naming some of the unspoken assumptions in today's church context, arguing, for example, that the church
'has communicated that competence is one of the fruits of the Spirit.' But even more effective are his vivid
stories, where he gives blood and flesh to the idea of grace lost and found again in the church. The power of
these stories makes the book reminiscent of Philip Yancey's What's So Amazing About Grace?, but
Yaconelli's stories are more personal, many coming from his own congregation. His honest reflections on his
own frustrations and deep feelings of inadequacy are unusual for a book about Christian spirituality. While
he seeks to connect with and help Christians who feel secretly ashamed about their lack of discipleship, he
may lose some readers who feel uncomfortable with such levels of honesty. Those who persevere will
discover a wonderful treasure. (Mar.) -- Publisher's Weekly

From the Back Cover
I Guess I'm Not a Very Good Christian . . . Do you feel like: I don't pray enough I don't read my Bible
enough I don't share my faith enough I don't love God enough I'm not committed enough I'm not spiritual
enough Then this book is for you. Messy Spirituality was written for the silent majority of us who have been
convinced that we just don't do Christianity right. We spend most of our lives worried about what we don't
do instead of what we have done, focused on our imperfections instead of God's fondness for the imperfect.
Why? Because we've been bombarded with books, tapes, talks, seminars, and movies convincing us that real
Christianity is all about perfection. Michael Yaconelli dares to suggest that imperfection, infiniteness, and
messiness are, in fact, the earmarks of true Christianity; that real Christianity is messy, erratic, lopsided . . .
and gloriously liberating. What if genuine faith begins with admitting we will never have our act completely
together? Maybe messy disciples are exactly the kind of imperfect people Jesus came to earth for and whose



company he actually enjoyed--and still enjoys. If you want to find Jesus today, look for him in the midst of
burned-out believers, moral misfits, religious incompetents . . . men and women whose lives are, well,
messy. Messy Spirituality is a strong antidote for the spiritual perfectionism in us all. Here are truths that can
cut you loose from the tyranny of ought-to's and open your eyes to the deep spirituality of being loved,
shortcomings and all, by the God who meets you and transforms you in the midst of a messy and
unpredictable life.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Messy Spirituality book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Messy Spirituality
content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Messy Spirituality is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Angela Harris:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Messy Spirituality,
it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Debra Durso:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the reserve untitled Messy Spirituality can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Nicholas Mishler:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even



playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a book. The book Messy Spirituality it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.
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