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On the fiftieth anniversary of Hiroshima, Nobel-winning physicist Hans Bethe
called on his fellow scientists to stop working on weapons of mass destruction.
What drove Bethe, the head of Theoretical Physics at Los Alamos during the
Manhattan Project, to renounce the weaponry he had once worked so tirelessly to
create? That is one of the questions answered by Nuclear Forces, a riveting
biography of Bethe’s early life and development as both a scientist and a man of
principle.

As Silvan Schweber follows Bethe from his childhood in Germany, to
laboratories in Italy and England, and on to Cornell University, he shows how
these differing environments were reflected in the kind of physics Bethe
produced. Many of the young quantum physicists in the 1930s, including Bethe,
had Jewish roots, and Schweber considers how Liberal Judaism in Germany
helps explain their remarkable contributions. A portrait emerges of a man whose
strategy for staying on top of a deeply hierarchical field was to tackle only those
problems he knew he could solve.

Bethe’s emotional maturation was shaped by his father and by two women of
Jewish background: his overly possessive mother and his wife, who would later
serve as an ethical touchstone during the turbulent years he spent designing
nuclear bombs. Situating Bethe in the context of the various communities where
he worked, Schweber provides a full picture of prewar developments in physics
that changed the modern world, and of a scientist shaped by the unprecedented
moral dilemmas those developments in turn created.
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On the fiftieth anniversary of Hiroshima, Nobel-winning physicist Hans Bethe called on his fellow scientists
to stop working on weapons of mass destruction. What drove Bethe, the head of Theoretical Physics at Los
Alamos during the Manhattan Project, to renounce the weaponry he had once worked so tirelessly to create?
That is one of the questions answered by Nuclear Forces, a riveting biography of Bethe’s early life and
development as both a scientist and a man of principle.

As Silvan Schweber follows Bethe from his childhood in Germany, to laboratories in Italy and England, and
on to Cornell University, he shows how these differing environments were reflected in the kind of physics
Bethe produced. Many of the young quantum physicists in the 1930s, including Bethe, had Jewish roots, and
Schweber considers how Liberal Judaism in Germany helps explain their remarkable contributions. A
portrait emerges of a man whose strategy for staying on top of a deeply hierarchical field was to tackle only
those problems he knew he could solve.

Bethe’s emotional maturation was shaped by his father and by two women of Jewish background: his overly
possessive mother and his wife, who would later serve as an ethical touchstone during the turbulent years he
spent designing nuclear bombs. Situating Bethe in the context of the various communities where he worked,
Schweber provides a full picture of prewar developments in physics that changed the modern world, and of a
scientist shaped by the unprecedented moral dilemmas those developments in turn created.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Romero:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Nuclear Forces: The Making
of the Physicist Hans Bethe. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Samantha Williams:

This Nuclear Forces: The Making of the Physicist Hans Bethe book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Nuclear Forces: The Making of the Physicist Hans Bethe without we understand teach
the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Nuclear
Forces: The Making of the Physicist Hans Bethe can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Nuclear Forces: The Making of the Physicist Hans Bethe having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Eugene Hughes:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Nuclear Forces: The Making of the Physicist Hans Bethe it is very
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.



Samuel Crader:

Precisely why? Because this Nuclear Forces: The Making of the Physicist Hans Bethe is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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