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From the villainous beast of “Little Red Riding Hood” and “The Three Little
Pigs,” to the nurturing wolves of Romulus and Remus and Rudyard Kipling’s
The Jungle Book, the wolf has long been a part of the landscape of children’s
literature. Meanwhile, since the 1960s and the popularization of scientific
research on these animals, children’s books have begun to feature more nuanced
views. In Picturing the Wolf in Children’s Literature, Mitts-Smith analyzes
visual images of the wolf in children’s books published in Western Europe and
North America from 1500 to the present. In particular, she considers how wolves
are depicted in and across particular works, the values and attitudes that inform
these depictions, and how the concept of the wolf has changed over time. What
she discovers is that illustrations and photos in works for children impart social,
cultural, and scientific information not only about wolves, but also about humans
and human behavior.

First encountered in childhood, picture books act as a training ground where the
young learn both how to decode the “symbolic” wolf across various contexts and
how to make sense of “real” wolves. Mitts-Smith studies sources including
myths, legends, fables, folk and fairy tales, fractured tales, fictional stories, and
nonfiction, highlighting those instances in which images play a major role,
including illustrated anthologies, chapbooks, picture books, and informational
books. This book will be of interest to children’s literature scholars, as well as
those interested in the figure of the wolf and how it has been informed over time.
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From the villainous beast of “Little Red Riding Hood” and “The Three Little Pigs,” to the nurturing wolves
of Romulus and Remus and Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book, the wolf has long been a part of the
landscape of children’s literature. Meanwhile, since the 1960s and the popularization of scientific research
on these animals, children’s books have begun to feature more nuanced views. In Picturing the Wolf in
Children’s Literature, Mitts-Smith analyzes visual images of the wolf in children’s books published in
Western Europe and North America from 1500 to the present. In particular, she considers how wolves are
depicted in and across particular works, the values and attitudes that inform these depictions, and how the
concept of the wolf has changed over time. What she discovers is that illustrations and photos in works for
children impart social, cultural, and scientific information not only about wolves, but also about humans and
human behavior.

First encountered in childhood, picture books act as a training ground where the young learn both how to
decode the “symbolic” wolf across various contexts and how to make sense of “real” wolves. Mitts-Smith
studies sources including myths, legends, fables, folk and fairy tales, fractured tales, fictional stories, and
nonfiction, highlighting those instances in which images play a major role, including illustrated anthologies,
chapbooks, picture books, and informational books. This book will be of interest to children’s literature
scholars, as well as those interested in the figure of the wolf and how it has been informed over time.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Both scholars and environmentalists will be enlightened by this nuanced examination of a
misunderstood creature and its impact in both the literary and natural worlds."
- Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

About the Author

Debra Mitts-Smith teaches children’s and young adult literature at the University of Illinois. She has
Master’s degrees in French and Library and Information Science and a PhD from the University of Illinois.
Her publications include articles in Princeton University Library Chronicle and Library Trends, and a book
chapter in From Colonialism to the Contemporary: Intertextual Transformation in World Children’s and
Youth Literature. Debra and her husband Marschall live in Minnesota with their three dogs, five cats, and
eight ducks.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Glass:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem
above. Every person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone
or something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Picturing
the Wolf in Children's Literature (Children's Literature and Culture). All type of book is it possible to see on
many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Paul Ring:

Here thing why that Picturing the Wolf in Children's Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Picturing the Wolf in Children's Literature
(Children's Literature and Culture) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Picturing the Wolf in Children's Literature
(Children's Literature and Culture). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Picturing the Wolf in Children's Literature
(Children's Literature and Culture) in e-book can be your option.



Thomas Hall:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Picturing the Wolf in Children's Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) can make you experience more
interested to read.

Matthew Gregg:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Picturing the Wolf in Children's Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this
book Picturing the Wolf in Children's Literature (Children's Literature and Culture). You can more attractive
than now.
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