
Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young
Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes
(Children's Literature and Culture)

By Kim Wilson

Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through
Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture) By Kim Wilson

This study is concerned with how readers are positioned to interpret the past in
historical fiction for children and young adults. Looking at literature published
within the last thirty to forty years, Wilson identifies and explores a prevalent
trend for re-visioning and rewriting the past according to modern social and
political ideological assumptions. Fiction within this genre, while concerned with
the past at the level of content, is additionally concerned with present views of
that historical past because of the future to which it is moving. Specific areas of
discussion include the identification of a new sub-genre: Living history fiction,
stories of Joan of Arc, historical fiction featuring agentic females, the very
popular Scholastic Press historical journal series, fictions of war, and historical
fiction featuring multicultural discourses.

Wilson observes specific traits in historical fiction written for children ? most
notably how the notion of positive progress into the future is nuanced differently
in this literature in which the concept of progress from the past is inextricably
linked to the protagonist’s potential for agency and the realization of subjectivity.
The genre consistently manifests a concern with identity construction that in turn
informs and influences how a metanarrative of positive progress is played out.
This book engages in a discussion of the functionality of the past within the genre
and offers an interpretative frame for the sifting out of the present from the past
in historical fiction for young readers.
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This study is concerned with how readers are positioned to interpret the past in historical fiction for children
and young adults. Looking at literature published within the last thirty to forty years, Wilson identifies and
explores a prevalent trend for re-visioning and rewriting the past according to modern social and political
ideological assumptions. Fiction within this genre, while concerned with the past at the level of content, is
additionally concerned with present views of that historical past because of the future to which it is moving.
Specific areas of discussion include the identification of a new sub-genre: Living history fiction, stories of
Joan of Arc, historical fiction featuring agentic females, the very popular Scholastic Press historical journal
series, fictions of war, and historical fiction featuring multicultural discourses.

Wilson observes specific traits in historical fiction written for children ? most notably how the notion of
positive progress into the future is nuanced differently in this literature in which the concept of progress from
the past is inextricably linked to the protagonist’s potential for agency and the realization of subjectivity. The
genre consistently manifests a concern with identity construction that in turn informs and influences how a
metanarrative of positive progress is played out. This book engages in a discussion of the functionality of the
past within the genre and offers an interpretative frame for the sifting out of the present from the past in
historical fiction for young readers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kim Wilson recently completed a PhD in English, specializing in children's literature, at Macquarie
University. Her research examined the ideological framing of children’s historical fiction published over the
last forty years. Her most recent publication, ‘Living History Fiction’. Papers 20.1 (2010): 77-86, argues for
a new sub-genre in historical fiction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers:
The Past through Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture). You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Re-visioning Historical
Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Brent Cook:

The actual book Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes
(Children's Literature and Culture) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable
to you. The book Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes
(Children's Literature and Culture) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

George Harvey:

The reserve with title Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes
(Children's Literature and Culture) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.



Christopher Riley:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through
Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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