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Scotland's past is too often seen through a film of myths and misconceptions. In
this Very Short Introduction, Rab Houston explores the key themes from more
than 1,000 years of Scotland's very real and very fascinating history. Covering
everything from the Jacobites to devolution to the modern economy, this concise
account presents a fully-integrated picture of Scottish society, culture, politics
and religion. Houston examines a range of important subjects, including how an
independent Scottish nation emerged in the Middle Ages, how it was irrevocably
altered by Reformation, how links with England and economic change have
affected Scotland, and how Scotland has in turn influenced the development of
the modern world. The book shows as well why Scotland's history has made it
distinct from England, both before and after Union, and why it has today arrived
at a political, social and cultural watershed. Authoritative, lucid, and ranging
widely over issues of environment, people, and identity, this is Scotland's story
without myths: an ideal introduction for those interested in the Scots, but also a
balanced yet refreshing challenge to those who already feel at home in Scotland
past and present.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Scotland's past is too often seen through a film of myths and misconceptions. In this Very Short Introduction,
Rab Houston explores the key themes from more than 1,000 years of Scotland's very real and very
fascinating history. Covering everything from the Jacobites to devolution to the modern economy, this
concise account presents a fully-integrated picture of Scottish society, culture, politics and religion. Houston
examines a range of important subjects, including how an independent Scottish nation emerged in the Middle
Ages, how it was irrevocably altered by Reformation, how links with England and economic change have
affected Scotland, and how Scotland has in turn influenced the development of the modern world. The book
shows as well why Scotland's history has made it distinct from England, both before and after Union, and
why it has today arrived at a political, social and cultural watershed. Authoritative, lucid, and ranging widely
over issues of environment, people, and identity, this is Scotland's story without myths: an ideal introduction
for those interested in the Scots, but also a balanced yet refreshing challenge to those who already feel at
home in Scotland past and present.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
Houston's survey is clear and certainly concise. Clare Beck, The Scotsman A whistle-stop tour through the
history of Scotland's politics, religion, education, economy and culture...both complex and rich. Clare Beck,
The Scotsman

About the Author

Robert Allan Houston is Professor of Modern History, University of St. Andrews, specializing in British
social history. "Rab" is a Scottish contraction of "Robert."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dewayne Campbell:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Scotland: A Very Short Introduction book
as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Tom Rivera:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Scotland: A Very Short Introduction
book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Casteel:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is Scotland: A Very Short Introduction.



Rose Duprey:

This Scotland: A Very Short Introduction is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Scotland: A Very
Short Introduction in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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