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'The first poet in the world in some things', is how John Donne was
described by his contemporary Ben Jonson. 

Yet it is only this century that Donne has been indisputably established as a great
poet—and even, many feel, the greatest love poet of them all. Jonson went on to
remark that 'That Donne, for not keeping of an accent, deserved hanging', yet
Donne's rhythms, once thought 'unmusical' are now recognized as the natural
rhythms of the speaking voice; his 'eccentricity' as a complex self-doubt; his
'obscurity' the reflection of a brilliantly learned and allusive mind. Poets such as
Eliot and Empson have found Donne's poetry profoundly attuned to our modern
age, while Yeats' glowing comment will always be true: 'the intricacy and
subtlety of his imagination are the length and depth of the furrow made by his
passion.' 

This volume, superbly edited by Professor Smith, is the first complete edition to
make a serious attempt to guide the reader closely through the complexities of
Donne's poetry. Considerable attention has been paid to the text, and a selection
of the important manuscript variants are included. This edition is also the first to
make use of the newly discovered manuscript of the verse letter to Lady Carey
and Mistress Essex Rich.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Donne was born into a Catholic family in 1572. After a conventional education at Hart Hall, Oxford
and Lincoln's Inn, he took part in the Earl of Essex's expedition to the Azores in 1597. He secretly married
Anne More in December 1601 and was imprisoned by her father, Sir George, in the Fleet two months later.
He was ordained priest in January 1615 and took a Doctorate of Divinity at Cambridge the same year. He
was made Dean of St Paul's in London in 1621, a position he held until his death in 1631. He is famous for
the sermons he preached in his later years, as well as for his poems.

 A.J. Smith was Professor Emeritus of the University of Southampton. His book include Literary Love
(1983) and Metaphysical Wit (1992). He died in Salisbury in 1991.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kai Martin:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Complete English Poems (Penguin Classics). You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
The Complete English Poems (Penguin Classics). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Daniel Young:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Complete English Poems (Penguin Classics) was making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages
for you. The reserve The Complete English Poems (Penguin Classics) is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book The Complete English Poems (Penguin
Classics). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Cynthia Olson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Complete English Poems (Penguin



Classics) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Pamela Postma:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Complete
English Poems (Penguin Classics), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.
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