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Anthony C. Yu’s translation of The Journey to the West,initially published in
1983, introduced English-speaking audiences to the classic Chinese novel in its
entirety for the first time. Written in the sixteenth century, The Journey to the
West tells the story of the fourteen-year pilgrimage of the monk Xuanzang, one
of China’s most famous religious heroes, and his three supernatural disciples, in
search of Buddhist scriptures. Throughout his journey, Xuanzang fights demons
who wish to eat him, communes with spirits, and traverses a land riddled with a
multitude of obstacles, both real and fantastical. An adventure rich with danger
and excitement, this seminal work of the Chinese literary canonis by turns
allegory, satire, and fantasy.
        With over a hundred chapters written in both prose and poetry, The Journey
to the West has always been a complicated and difficult text to render in English
while preserving the lyricism of its language and the content of its plot. But Yu
has successfully taken on the task, and in this new edition he has made his
translations even more accurate and accessible. The explanatory notes are
updated and augmented, and Yu has added new material to his introduction,
based on his original research as well as on the newest literary criticism and
scholarship on Chinese religious traditions. He has also modernized the
transliterations included in each volume, using the now-standard Hanyu Pinyin
romanization system. Perhaps most important, Yu has made changes to the
translation itself in order to make it as precise as possible.
         One of the great works of Chinese literature, The Journey to the West is not
only invaluable to scholars of Eastern religion and literature, but, in Yu’s elegant
rendering, also a delight for any reader.
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Anthony C. Yu’s translation of The Journey to the West,initially published in 1983, introduced English-
speaking audiences to the classic Chinese novel in its entirety for the first time. Written in the sixteenth
century, The Journey to the West tells the story of the fourteen-year pilgrimage of the monk Xuanzang, one
of China’s most famous religious heroes, and his three supernatural disciples, in search of Buddhist
scriptures. Throughout his journey, Xuanzang fights demons who wish to eat him, communes with spirits,
and traverses a land riddled with a multitude of obstacles, both real and fantastical. An adventure rich with
danger and excitement, this seminal work of the Chinese literary canonis by turns allegory, satire, and
fantasy.
        With over a hundred chapters written in both prose and poetry, The Journey to the West has always been
a complicated and difficult text to render in English while preserving the lyricism of its language and the
content of its plot. But Yu has successfully taken on the task, and in this new edition he has made his
translations even more accurate and accessible. The explanatory notes are updated and augmented, and Yu
has added new material to his introduction, based on his original research as well as on the newest literary
criticism and scholarship on Chinese religious traditions. He has also modernized the transliterations
included in each volume, using the now-standard Hanyu Pinyin romanization system. Perhaps most
important, Yu has made changes to the translation itself in order to make it as precise as possible.
         One of the great works of Chinese literature, The Journey to the West is not only invaluable to scholars
of Eastern religion and literature, but, in Yu’s elegant rendering, also a delight for any reader.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In 1983, Anthony C. Yu’s The Journey to the West conveyed intact to readers of English the classic that had
enthralled Chinese children for centuries. It taught scholars that the novel’s many poems were as important
as its prose. This new version draws on thirty years of the author’s further studies in literature and religion. It
traces one theme after another to the Quanzhen Daoist movement and its new synthesis of religious thought.
The translation is a joy to read, and the introduction and commentary reveal the deep foundations on which
this fantastic tale of adventure is built.”
(Nathan Sivin University of Chicago)

About the Author

Anthony C. Yu is the Carl Darling Buck Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus at the University of
Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

The book The Journey to the West, Revised Edition, Volume 1 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Journey to the West, Revised Edition, Volume 1 to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like wide open and read a guide The Journey to the West, Revised Edition, Volume 1. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Patricia Spear:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Journey to the West, Revised Edition,
Volume 1 publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Journey to the West,
Revised Edition, Volume 1 as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one book
that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.



Richard Sims:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Journey to the West, Revised Edition,
Volume 1 can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Journey to the West,
Revised Edition, Volume 1.

William Bellard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve The Journey to the West, Revised Edition, Volume 1 was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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