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Best-selling author Elvira Woodruff's thrilling novel set in 1700s London tells of
a young boy who must make some painful choices as he attempts to save the life
a prisoner he's befriended.

11-year-old Forrest lives at the Tower of London prison, where his father tends
the Tower ravens and guards inmates. Forrest's only friends are his pet raven, his
father's prisoners (who all end up dead), and Ned, the young rat catcher. Soon
Forrest's father gets a new prisoner: Maddie, the beautiful daughter of a Scottish
spy. Immediately Forrest and Maddie become friends. But when she is slated for
execution, Forrest must make some painful choices: Should he commit treason to
help her escape, or obey the law and let his innocent friend be hung?
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Best-selling author Elvira Woodruff's thrilling novel set in 1700s London tells of a young boy who must
make some painful choices as he attempts to save the life a prisoner he's befriended.

11-year-old Forrest lives at the Tower of London prison, where his father tends the Tower ravens and guards
inmates. Forrest's only friends are his pet raven, his father's prisoners (who all end up dead), and Ned, the
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8-Eleven-year-old Forrest is the son of the Ravenmaster in the Tower of London. Historically, this
position, which fell to one of the Tower guards, was to care for the ravens that live within the walls of the
fortress as a token of luck to keep it from falling to its enemies. Forrest has grown up in the Tower and has
his own pet raven, Tuck. He feels confined and sheltered from the outside world. Bullies make fun of him.
When dangerous Scottish rebels are captured and imprisoned, he hopes to show his bravery. His
responsibility, however, turns out to be to take food to the young daughter of one of the rebels. As he learns
more about Maddy, he comes to admire and respect her, and realizes that if he does not help her escape, she
will be executed. To do so, though, he will have to go against all he has been taught. The story has its share
of suspense, excitement, and interesting characters. Set in 1735, it does not flinch from describing the
brutality of the time, including public hangings, which Forrest's mother loves to attend. While some of the
plot elements may seem unrealistic and the ending too pat, the story is certainly satisfying. Its message of
judging people on their own merits and not on the basis of stereotypes comes across strongly. An author's
note, a history of the Tower of London, and a glossary of unfamiliar English and Scottish words are
appended.
Bruce Anne Shook, Mendenhall Middle School, Greensboro, NC
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 4-7. An absorbing historical adventure with a unique and colorful setting. Eleven-year-old Forrest lives
at the Tower of London, where his father is Ravenmaster, the yeoman warder whose job is to guard prisoners
and care for the famous ravens that live within the walls. Though often lonely, Forrest makes three friends: a
raven, a young rat catcher, and, more dangerously, a Scottish girl imprisoned in the Bloody Tower. Soon the
children become involved in an intrigue that is both dangerous and treasonous. Woodruff offers vivid
sensory images of eighteenth-century London in a story that brings together children from three classes of
society. The novel can be read for its exciting plot and sympathetic characters, but readers will also sense its
underlying theme of courage, as Forrest seeks to prove to himself--and to others--that he is brave. In an
unusual but welcome move, Woodruff appends a glossary, bibliography, and five pages of notes on "The
Tower through Time." Carolyn Phelan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

The bestselling author of GEORGE WASHINGTON'S SOCKS and THE RAVENMASTER'S SECRET,
Woodruff has written more than twenty books for children, including picture books, historical fiction, and
lighthearted fantasy. Her numerous school visits each year are popular with kids and teachers. The sequel to
GEORGE WASHINGTON'S SOCKS, GEORGE WASHINGTON'S SPY, will be published in November
2010. She lives with her family in Martin's Creek, Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Loretta Faria:

The book The Ravenmaster's Secret: Escape from the Tower of London can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Ravenmaster's Secret: Escape from the Tower of London? A few of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Ravenmaster's Secret: Escape from the
Tower of London has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Laura McLaughlin:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Ravenmaster's
Secret: Escape from the Tower of London to read.

Harold Morris:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Ravenmaster's Secret:
Escape from the Tower of London that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick The Ravenmaster's Secret: Escape from the Tower of London
become your current starter.

Jennifer Evans:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Ravenmaster's Secret: Escape from the Tower of
London can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Ravenmaster's Secret: Escape
from the Tower of London.
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