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Treating rhetoric and symbols as central rather than peripheral to palitics, Lisa
Wedeen's groundbreaking book offers a compelling counterargument to those
who insist that politicsis primarily about material interests and the groups
advocating for them. During the thirty-year rule of President Hafiz al-Asad’'s
regime, hisimage was everywhere. In newspapers, on television, and during
orchestrated spectacles. Asad was praised as the “father,” the “gallant knight,”
even the country’s “ premier pharmacist.” Y et most Syrians, including those who
create the official rhetoric, did not believe its claims. Why would a regime spend
scarce resources on a personality cult whose content is patently spurious?

Wedeen shows how such flagrantly fictitious claims were able to produce a
politics of public dissimulation in which citizens acted asif they revered the
leader. By inundating daily life with tired symbolism, the regime exercised a
subtle, yet effective form of power. The cult worked to enforce obedience, induce
complicity, isolate Syrians from one another, and set guidelines for public speech
and behavior. Wedeen' s ethnographic research demonstrates how Syrians
recognized the disciplinary aspects of the cult and sought to undermine them. In a
new preface, Wedeen discusses the uprising against the Syrian regime that began
in 2011 and questions the usefulness of the concept of legitimacy in trying to
analyze and understand authoritarian regimes.
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Treating rhetoric and symbols as central rather than peripheral to politics, Lisa Wedeen's groundbreaking
book offers a compelling counterargument to those who insist that politics is primarily about material
interests and the groups advocating for them. During the thirty-year rule of President Hafiz al-Asad’ s regime,
his image was everywhere. In newspapers, on television, and during orchestrated spectacles. Asad was
praised asthe “father,” the “gallant knight,” even the country’s “premier pharmacist.” Y et most Syrians,
including those who create the official rhetoric, did not believe its claims. Why would a regime spend scarce
resources on a personality cult whose content is patently spurious?

Wedeen shows how such flagrantly fictitious claims were able to produce a politics of public dissimulation
in which citizens acted asif they revered the leader. By inundating daily life with tired symbolism, the
regime exercised a subtle, yet effective form of power. The cult worked to enforce obedience, induce
complicity, isolate Syrians from one another, and set guidelines for public speech and behavior. Wedeen's
ethnographic research demonstrates how Syrians recognized the disciplinary aspects of the cult and sought to
undermine them. In anew preface, Wedeen discusses the uprising against the Syrian regime that began in
2011 and questions the usefulness of the concept of legitimacy in trying to analyze and understand
authoritarian regimes.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Battle:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Ambiguities of Domination: Palitics,
Rhetoric, and Symbolsin Contemporary Syriawill make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Stephen Beatty:

Beside this particular Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbolsin Contemporary Syriain
your phone, it could give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got hereisfresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people livein
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Ambiguities of Domination: Palitics, Rhetoric, and Symbolsin
Contemporary Syria because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thisin the
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

LeeHenry:

This Ambiguities of Domination: Palitics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syriais brand new way
for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbolsin Contemporary Syria
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These
books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
thereisnot any in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.



Ashley Johnson:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top record in your reading list is definitely Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbolsin
Contemporary Syria. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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