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Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author
of "The Red Mask of Death," "The Black Cat," and "The Murders of the Rue
Morgue," Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his success from suffering and
to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of
Usher" and "The Descent into the Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental
collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities to confuse the
pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy,
guesses, and amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes
itself meticulously to facts. Based on exhaustive research in the Poe family
archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend, and describes how they both
were distorted by prior biographies.
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Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author of "The Red Mask of
Death," "The Black Cat," and "The Murders of the Rue Morgue," Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his
success from suffering and to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of Usher" and "The Descent into
the Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities
to confuse the pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy, guesses, and
amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes itself meticulously to facts. Based on
exhaustive research in the Poe family archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend, and describes how
they both were distorted by prior biographies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Without warning, without any preliminary fanfare of trumpets, a book has now appeared that towers above
others of its kind, a book in which resourceful scholarship and a lucid gift of expression are happily joined. I
wish I could recapture all I have recklessly said in praise of other books and concentrate it here."

(Books)

From the Back Cover
Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author of "The Masque of the Red
Death", "The Black Cat", and "The Murders in the Rue Morgue", Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his
success from suffering and to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of Usher" and "A Descent into the
Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities to
confuse the pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy, guesswork, and
amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes itself meticulously to facts. Based on
exhaustive research in the Poe family archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend and describes how they
both were distorted by early biographies.

About the Author

Arthur Hobson Quinn  (1875-1960) is also the author of American Fiction: An Historical and Critical
Survey and History of the American Drama. Shawn J. Rosenheim  is an associate professor of English at
Williams College. He is the author of The Cryptographic Imagination: Secret Writing from Edgar Allan Poe
to the Internet, also available from Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Edgar Allan Poe: A
Critical Biography? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Henry Carlino:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography your brain will drift away trough every dimension,



wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Kevin Hardy:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography can give
you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography.

Stella Neal:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography when you essential it?
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